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Biologic.al Weapons Cont.rot: The Third Review and Beyond. 

n Synopsis/Descriotion: 

T?is stud~ will examine problems of bio!ogical w:apons _(BW) C;Ontrot; More specitka11y, it 
will descnbe an4 analyze the results of the upcoming Thud Review Conference of the 
Biolo!j;kal Weapons Convention·(BWC), slated to take place in Geneva'. on the 9~27 
September 1991, and its Implications for the control of BW in future. The study will pay · 
particular attention to Canada's panicipation in the Review, and the co~sideratioh of what the 
outcome of the Conference implies for future Canadian BW diplomacy.~ 

The need to strengtl1en the BW regime has never been greatel". Over tl{e past few years, there 
has be.en a growing concern that the horiz.ontal proliferation of BW may represent a post-cold 
war reality to be reckoned with, a fact recently underlined during the Qulf War by fears or 
Iraq's suspected possession and possible use of BW. Also evident have, been increasing 
wonies that new developments in the biological sciences may possess tlie potenti.al to 
dramatica.Uy increase the rnilitary potential and hence, the attractivenes~. of BW in future. 

1 

Unfortunately, the BWC is presently ill-equipped to deal effectively witp such concerns. Not 
only do its terms fail to prohibit the conduct of research on BW, they also allow for the 
develdpment and production of such agents for peaceful and protective purposes. · 
Furthermore, the Convention includes no provisions for verification of compliance with its 
terms, or for enforcement measures in the event of its bre.ach. In short~ the sw9 pfaces an 
excessive onus on self-policing by states themselves as a rneans ·to insure against the 
emergence of a BW thl'."eat. 

The Third Review Conference represents an important vehicle for: strenkthening the existil'lg 
BW regime. Indeed, it promises to set the agenda for BW control in th~ near futuret .and will 
provide an import.1rtt benchmark by which to evaluate subsequent effort$ at BW control, both 
at the international and natio.nal levels. As such, its results should be $e(ully not~ and 
examined. 

Clearly, nations with a significant stake in the development of the biotokical sciences possess 
an interest in p1aying an active, consuuctive role in the process of improving the BWC. This 

'· is particularly true in the case of Canada. Indeedt not only has Canada:traditionally 
maintained a strong interest in the control and elimination of chemical ~nd biological 
weapons~ but the current ~adian government has identified biotech11ology as a cornerstone 
technology for future economic development. Consequently, it is e~~ia.lly important that 
Canada make a concerted effort to ensul'."e that the BWC is strengthened; both to prevent 
abuses of the biological sciences, and to facil.ita.te their responsible expl$>itatior1. · 

' . 
Rcc.cnt statemcr1ts by the Canadian government indicate that it intends t9 be partici,ilarly active 
in its future promotion of BW control. In particular, Canada has stated. its intention to 
promote the convening of a specially mandated Conference, in 1993, t~ negotiate verification 
provisions for the BWC. It is likely that the upcoming Review will provide an important 
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foro?1 for cvaluati?n of the Canadian proposal. In fact, the Conf'erence,and its outfX1me offers 
a umque oppurtumty to evaluate the nature of Canada's overall approach to DW control and 
the direction that it routd take in the futul.'"e. · ; ' 

., 

By examining the implications of the Conference for BW control in genera! and Canadian BW 
diplomacy in particular; the study will fill important gaps in the literati;ire on biological 
disarmament. The analysis or past review conferences has been relativety scarce, and of the 
small body of work that has been done1 no study has yet emerged whkh tailors such an 
assessment to the role that Canada plays at such reviews, or to the implications of their 
outcomes for Canadian biologic.al arms control diplomacy. i 

QbJ~tiv§: (Item IV). 

The prlnciple objective of the project is to make both a scholarly and f>oricy~relevant 
contribution to the Canadian and international debate on BW control. i · 

. ' : 
' ' 

On a broader note1 the project aims to foster public educati.on of an ~ms control issue on 
which there is generally little understanding and knowledge beyond th~t possessed by a highly 
spedalired audienee. · 

These objectives will not only be facilitated by the publication and di~semination of the study, 
but through an out.reach program which will include the conduct of a 'seminar at which the • : 
study's findings would be presented to the Ottawa academic and policy community, and by 
publication of a series of op-ed pieces. In aJI of this, CUPS financial.' support would be 
prominently acknowledge.d. 

Mf.lhQdol2:x: (ltem V). 

TI1e prnject will emphasii:e the critical analysis of the Thfrd Review ~onfercnce of t11e SWC. 
Indeed, while some discussion of the past experience of BW control will be undertaken (e:g. 
comparison or the outc.onje of the Third Review with those of previous reviews), this will be 
done with a view to providing the re.a.de( with a better grasp of the ~ntext of the most recent 
Conference as wetl as a deeper undcrsta11ding of it. · 

The resc-.arch effort will proceed through the ex:amination of both scholarly and policy-relevant 
tite~tute on BW control, government and UN documents, and 1.hc ~nduct of interviews with 
scholars, policy analysts and government ofliclals - botl1 Canadian ~nd foreign • possessing 
ex:pcrtlsc in the area of aw control. Part of the data collection and f ntcrvicwing process wi.ll 
involve travel to New York and Washington D.C. for consultation with policy aitalysts, as 
well as gove.mment officials. ' 
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Efforts ·are also uode(Way to enable the principle .researcher to atten·d tl~e Third Review 
' I possibly in the capacity of an advisor to the Canadian delegation. The ~costs of such 

attendance would .however, be covered by Ceritre funds and/or the Dephrtment of Ex:temal 
Affairs. · ; 

The research team assembled by the Centre to work on this project wilf help ensure that tl1e 
work will be of high quaJJ.ty. The principal researcher and writer of th~ study will be Mr. 
Peter Gizewski. A Research Analyst at the Centre, Mr. Gizewski is al$o the author of an. 
earlier Centre study on the subjex::t of biological weapons control. Assi~ting him will be Mr. 
John MacLrod, the Centre"s Research Assistant. ' 

Research Schedule: ({tem VI) 

The programme of research described above would be carried out in ad.ordance with the 
following schcdut~: 

! 

l January 1992 -
31 March 1992 -

beginning of project (data collection and ~alysis). 
completion and limited circulation of ht draft of report {i.e. to 
government officials, interested scholars). : 

1 April~ 3~ May 1992 • c0mpletion of final draft ; 
l June 1992 - hold seminar for interested academics, policymak~rs, media in Ottawa 

based on study's results. 
lS June 1992 • publication and circulation of report. 

fub!icatio11: (Item VU) 

The research effort would result in the publication of a report (appi:oxirj1atcly 25-35 pp.), in 
the Centre's Isfil.1e Brief series. 

D.!:11'.f.tl: (Itc1n VITO ~ Sec Attached 

1) Dr. John Barrett 
Department of External Affairs 
Arms Control and Disarma!llent Division (IDA) 
12:5 Sussex Dr. Ottawa, Ontario KlA OG2 
Canada 

P.04 
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The referee~ nom~natoo above shoufd be asked to mail leUets of reference to the Fund Oi~ectof, Constitution Square, 
360 Alben: St, Swte 900, Ottawa, Ontario Kl R 7X7. Letters of reference should be maned prior to the deadline date. 
Demandez a ceux-cl de faire paNenir /eur tettre de n§lerence, avant la date timi<e, directcmem au Dlrecteiitl!o :s, 
Place de la Const11utiort, 360, rue Albert, Bureau 90o, Ottawa, Ontario KtR 7X7. • ; 

..................... ~ .•.•...••.....•.•.• ~ ••••..••••.••••••••••••••.•••.••..••......••..... :;iA •. E.-1-r.. {.Ir:: f? )2.~!?. .:~.?f '1 f 
Please ensure that a!f necessary material needed to review your project is included: 
l'riere d'inclure tous /cs documents neces.saires A !'examen de votre demande: 

• curriculum vitae or researcher(s) 
curriculum vitae du(des) chercheur(s) 

• fist or publications 
lisle de publications 

• bibliography and review of existing work on the topic 
bibliographle et somma.ire des recherches sur le suf et 

"total budget for the project 
budget detaJ!ld pour le prof et en entier 

•If applicable, progress rePQrt on a current contribution from the Fund } 
le cas echeant, rapport Jnterlma.lre et era.ts financier pour la(les) contributiol)(s) en cours 
~~~ ' 

• other material you consider helpfuf to rhe review or your project 
tout document que vous /ugei utile a /'examen de votre demande 

Verify the deadlines arid ensure thal your application will arrive by the due dare. . i 
Verifie:t: /es dates de cloture des concours er assure:t: vous que votre dcmande amver/1 ~ temps­

~ 
·' 
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INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETUANE'.O /LES DEMAND£.S fNCOMPlETES S~ROf'lfRETOURNtES 
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University or Institution i 
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