
May 13,  1968 

D r .  Theodor N e m e c  
SIPRI 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Peace and C o n f l i c t  Research 
Sveavagen 166 
Stockholm Va, Sweden 

Dear Theodor: 

I am e o r r y  t o  have t aken  s o  long i n  responding t o  your l e t t e r  
of  February 26. The working paper on t h e  BW i n s p e c t i o n  p r o j e c t  
seems e x c e l l e n t  t o  m e  Indeed, t h e  on ly  r e s e r v a t i o n  I have 
concerns  a s i n g l e  sen tence ,  namely, t h e  very f i r s t  one A s  
you know I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Geneva P ro toco l  has  been an 
extremely u s e f u l  t r e a t y  and t h a t  i t s  importance and a u t h o r i t y  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  should always be  emphasized i n  any d i s c u s s i o n s  
of  CB war fa re  p revent ion .  Th i s  i s  not t o  say  t h a t  t h e  P ro toco l  
should not  be s t rengthened  s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  Of course  it should 
be.  I emphat ica l ly  agree  w i t h  t h e  concern voiced i n  t h e  work- 
i ng  paper t h a t  measures f o r  s t r eng then ing  t h e  P ro toco l  must be 
handled s o  a s  not  t o  j eopard ize  i t s  e x i s t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  My 
on ly  comment i s  t h a t  one should not  under-est imate o r  b e l i t t l e  
t h a t  au thob i ty  . 
I enc lose  a copy of t h e  manuscript  I submit ted t o  Steven 
R o s e ,  You w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  it emphasizes gene ra l  p r i n c i p l e s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e c i f i c  measures a l though  some of t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  
b r i e f l y  d i scus sed  R a t i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  United S t a t e s  and Japan 
is most important .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  may be some hope f o r  b r ing ing  
t h e  ma t t e r  up  h e r e ,  However, t h i s  i s  mainly t h e  bus ines s  of 
U. S ,  c i t i z e n s .  But it could be made e a s i e r  i f  o the r  c o u n t r i e s  
t h a t  have not  y e t  acceded t o  t h e  P ro toco l  w e r e  now t o  do  s o .  
There a r e  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  and some of them 
might now be w i l l i n g  t o  a c t .  It may be t h a t  some of you a t  
SIPRI may be a b l e  t o  a c t  a s  c a t a l y s t s  i n  t h i s  regard  



T. e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  P ro toco l  could be increased  i f  t h e  
U . N .  were t o  e s t a b l i s h  s k e l e t o n  machinery f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of a l l e g a t i o n s  of  CB war fa re  Th i s  i s  mentioned i n  my paper 
and I know t h a t  you and o t h e r s  a t  SPPRI have considered t h i s  
p o s s i b i l i t y  It might be worthwhile f o r  SIPRI t o  commission 
a  d e t a i l e d  d r a f t  p roposa l  f o r  t h e  es tab l i shment  of arrangements 
f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a l l e g a t i o n s .  It might be b e s t  t o  
propose s e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t e  arrangements .  A t  some s t a g e  t h e  
p roposa l s  might be in formal ly  d i scussed  wi th  app rop r i a t e  
o f f i c i a l s  i n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  and w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  
United Nat ions  A s  mmnt ioned i n  my paper ,  it might be i m -  
p o r t a n t  t o  propose arrangements t h a t  would minimize p o l i t i c a l  
o b j e c t i o n s  by avoiding any a t tempt  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  u se r  of 
chemical and b i o l o g i c a l  weapons, concen t r a t i ng  i n s t e a d  on t h e  
problem of a s c e r t a i n i n g  khe ther  o r  not such use  had i n  f a c t  
occur red .  

Regarding t h e  SIPRI i n s p e c t i o n  p r o j e c t  i t s e l f ,  you must have 
g iven  cons ide rab le  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  problem of b r ing ing  it t o  
t h e  po in t  of p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  It may be t o o  soon y e t  
t o  a t tempt  t h i s  However, be fo re  t o o  much longer  t h e  p r o j e c t  
should be pu t  t o  some p o l i t i c a l  use  beyond mere p u b l i c  educa- 
t i o n  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of t e c h n i c a l  in format ion .  J u s t  what 
t h i s  could be  I am not very c e r t a i n  Have you explored t h e  
i d e a  of a  b i o l o g i c a l  weapon-free zone? Seve ra l  c o u n t r i e s  
might agree  no t  t o  work on such weapons or  a t  l e a s t  not  t o  
produce them. I r e a l i z e  t h a t  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  such an agreement a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  manufacture b i o l o g i c a l  
weapons even i n  t h e  absence of an  agreement, However, t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of BW-free zones could a c t  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  p re s su re  
on a l l  n a t i o n s  t o  r e s t r a i n  themselves  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of BW 

Another a r ea  f o r  p o s s i b l e  s tudy  i s  t h a t  concerning weapons 
tests.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  most ep idemio log i s t s  would agree  t h a t  
t h e r e  could be grave  dangers  i n  t h e  l a rge - sca l e  t e s t i n g  of 
b i o l o g i c a l  weapons, e x p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  con ta in ing  v i r u s e s ,  A 
c a r e f u l l y  propared and p rope r ly  c i r c u l a t e d  s ta tement  t o  t h i s  
e f f e c t  s igned by eminent b i o l o g i s t s  might h e l p  t o  prevent  
such t e s t i n g ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an  important  m a t t e r .  
The con tex t  might be broadendd by seek ing  a  g e n e r a l  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  agreement c a l l i n g  f o r  r e s t r a i n t  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of a 



a c t i v i t i e s  both m i l i t a r y  and otherwise t h a t  might e f f e c t  t h e  
world-wide environment, Unusually l a r g e  r e l e a s e s  of cer t i i in  
chemicals might be placed under i n t e r n a t i o n a l  con t ro l .  The 
r e l e a s e  of v i r u s e s  and b a c t e r i a  could be included. E am 
uneasy about t h e  prospect of wide-spread spraying of polyhedral 
i n s e c t  v i r u s e s  a s  i n s e c t i c i d e s ,  A v a r i e t y  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
r e s t r a i n t s  can be envisaged. One of t h e  mildest  would be a 
United Nations s t u d y ,  Beyond t h a t ,  one might consider r e -  
qu i r ing  advance pub l i c  not i f  i c a t  i o n  of c e r t a i n  types  of large-  
s c a l e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  might have environment changing p o t e n t i a l s -  
Beyond t h a t ,  p roh ib i t ions  might be agreed upon i n  c e r t a i n  
s p e c i a l  ageas. World-wide concern with p o l l u t i o n  i s  beginning 
t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t  and may pxovide some oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  arms 
c o n t r o l  a s  we l l  a s  p o l l u t i o n  con t ro l .  A e a r e f u l  study might 
t u r n  up some i n t e r e s t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  L 

I have w r i t t e n  t o  my f r i end  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Koln i n  
W e s t  Germany regarding t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  warfare  @nspection 
p r o j e c t  H w i l l  contac t  you when H hear from him. 

Sincere ly  yours,  

Matthew Wse l son  

P. S .  You sen t  me, along with t h e  SIPRP working paper, our 
old Pugwash BW Study Group Inspect  ion Team paper int it led  
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"Preamblew, preposed by Heden, Learhoy, and t h e  o ther  members 
of t h e  team, P suggest t h a t  paper be kept i n  your f i l e s  and 
not c i r c u l a t e d ,  H t  i s  a very 12>2..CSIC7-'~ -t. ; T - z ~  &a 
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