
August 24, 2967 

Dr. Martin KapBaaa 
World Health Organization 
Palais  dea Rations 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Mart in: 

H am abouk to gs  off to WaastraLf a and the South Paci f ic  
Tor ane month and will m i s s  seeing you in Sweden, Undei 
aepexata cover I have sent you some material on the use of 

- gas in Yemene My irnpa~essi~n of the chrsnol-y of events 
is as Eslhwe: 

3En JuZy, 1963 the first reports of gas attack in Yemen 
appeared in the Western press, It has been claimed that 
tear gas and mustard were used, This may have the very first 
t i m e  that a civilfan popuxation was bo&ed wi&poison gas, 

ese Pk happned in Ethi-ia before the Second World War, I 
Egypt denied any use of gas in 1963 and an investigation 

by the Uniksd Mations Observation Group in Yemen at the time ~ 
'found mgl, evidence for the use of gaso - 

Renewed reports of the use of gas.appeane8 in the press 
in 3.965, The Urn again denied any use of gas, 

It was rewrted that Phosgene gas had been used in Ymsn , 
in 8964, and on January 5, 1967 P% was subsequently eaaimed 
in the newspapern that nerve gas had been used for the first 

The o2ts of the alleged first used of nerve gas 
th Yemen near the Saudi border, I.$ may no& . 

generally be known that Kftaf was at t h a t  t i m e  allso the site 
df the headquarters of the Yemeni royalist command. Newspaper 
$touiea have said that a Red Cross team on the scene f l e d  
fis Saudi. Arabia, Soon afterwards the Red Cross appealed to 
411 s i d e s  to cease the use of "illegal. weaponsw. The report 
Mas not released to the press, 

1 9n February, 8967 a UAR minister denied the use of gas 
dnd led for UN investigation. 

I 
I Png Hay, June, and July there were mahy reports of the 1 '  ' dke; of gas in Yemen, On June 2 the Red Cross 2n Geneva 
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released %he only publfe s ta lemnt  regarding the use sf gas 
in Yemen sf which B: am aware, It refqrsd to "strcng fndicat$onseu 
that gas had been used, and called u p n  all s i d e s  not $0 use 
such weapons. 

There were aLso @toxie%j thae Israel had found saahelba loaded 
w i t h  gaa ready 20% use in Sinf, Tkneaso are also storiba claiming 
that t h i s  w a s  not the case, but that, ~ d y  bmakl %mount8 ab ga@ 
of an usaareported nature were found in a 2ab~rtat0ry $a Sinio 

In duly, 3,967 publisheb the text  
of what it c%ahed  ts be am official  Red C r o e B  rspoxt, The 

Sn additkon to eneowagin~$ the Red C r a s s  $a ~ s s u s  a repork on 
qhs basis of *9ch 8th8x ac&iow might be taken, a nuder of 
aehesr pract icalt. measures might be can~idered,  
I 1) Pxfvate dismssfons ahou8d bc head w i t h  vsxi~aas partics 

qneknding $he Russians a& Ronwby ta zeach. an understanding 
;k)$ardffag the danger saf the conebn'exed use sag 583 "remn, 

2 )  Since Egype has aenied any use af gas and decclared t h a t  
,$k wauBd accspk United Hatione &nspec tP~n a move bhokaabd bs 

Hew, Yaack Time@ has also published a different &ta$ement which 
appears to k an s f f f s i a l  Red Cross stakement, Never&hehs~s~ 
to'my knwlldge the X~ternatlbana1 Red Cross has acknmB@dged I 

nothing reg~rarding the use sf ga@ in Yemen aside fmm h&s 
press rePease of odune' 2, 1963, 

Martin, do y m  k n w  anflhing more about the posAtairon of the 

it fs possibze they have g seasons $or not rckeasiwg aB- 

d e % a f & d  reprt Pram the Bed C r o s s  would m%abfZf8@ woxld action 
to pue a skop %O the use of gas i n  Yemen, The $nkerna&fsnab - 

s&taxak&on as you h g ; ~ 6 ~ y  is rathex @fffieuflt,  The Swudi Arab$sns 
do no% w i s h  ta bz-i mat%ex es %he Secwity Council at this 
t i m e ,  The Western s are un%i$c,ePy $0 take the lead, both 
because the reakue8anc1 of the Baud% WabPans and Weal&;rss of 1 
the wc3Litieal eonsave'sBces of the & ~ b - f ~ ~ a e % f  Wzm, In additfow 
t he  cant9nued use of an$%-ar~p ebemica1s and kear gas by the 

' Vni&& &kates  An V%e: Ham Canno% help buk Inh ib i t  us, me 
great -risk fs thak %he Xntexnat%ana& legal  and a s t m a r y  
rerstrafnts on gas warfare %hat have gxmn up s ince  Wox&d War X 
may b q f n  to ~01fapse as a rssu%t of the use of gae in Yemen, 
This co,.%ald have %erx%lb&e conse~uenee~ for Xsras$ and the Arab 
Stakes and for the rest of ;$he wor&d BS ~ehBa . 
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made to get such an $ n s p e t $ ~ n ~  One thing &hat s ~ f e n t k @ t ~  
might Bo i r r ;  to w r i t e  a $et%er *to 8 b  Tkzant urging h i m  B a  take 
a&isn, This shsuEd no$, be don8 un%es~ it can be dakermined $n 
adarame .$hat there is a reasonabAe eauxss gab a e i o n  @pen ka 
&he Secretay General, If there bs anat, a Aettssc might stiabl 
be wrikten to h i m  &xpx~ssbng caneern bu% ik would be iaavfdfaua 
to ask him to act ~ h ( f ! t ~  he CBlianata 352 a A e t t @ ~ . % b  $a be 
seat to him i t  would be most effeekive if it could be signed' 
by Hoberl Prize wAnne;!rs f r o m  a variety 09 e~gu~~krf838 $ine%udfng 
Francs, 

3) There mfghe be sme pab%ic action taken 8t Bonneby 
but eh3.s wou%d &abv&aas&y be rathesr de l i ca t s ,  

Z hap@ you wi3.A haws; ti- to sand me a $e%ter t e P l f n g  whaB 
happn-esd aB Ronneby and Ef any $n%sxes&ing dwurnenks abwt 
CB ax@ ~ M u c e d  I would appxeefa&e see%ng themrp T h f ~  AS the 
Past letter %E: am wr$&fnaj~ begore I %@awe, my plane leaves in 
a few m i ~ u e e ~ ,  my sbcarslary appbauding a 

tove to Lena and the bays ant5 to ye@, 


