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Mr, Mikhail 5, Gorbachev

Ganaral Secretary of the Cantral Committes, CPEU
The Kremlin

Moscow ~ USER

Daar SBecratary-Ganeral Mikhail Gorbachev,

This acknowladges with great thanks and appraciation the thoughtful
message vou sent, which was read by Academician Vitalili Soldanskii, Chairman of
the Boviet Pugwash Committee, on the occasion of the opening of %the 38th
Fugwash Confarence in Dagomy=, 2% August — 3 Saptembex, The message stimulatad
thoughts and ideas which are zeflected in the enclosed raport oen the
Confarance, including a special daclaration on the urgent problaema of the
anvironmant.

May T takm thias opportunity to call your attention to two points, amcongst
cthers, that were stressed in a meeting of some of cur group with Soviat Daputy
Forelgn Ministaer Vladimir Patrovsky in Moscow on 6 Septembsr followinq the
Confaraence in Pagomya. I single out theses items bhacause marly action on tham,
wa bhealisve, «ould have very great positive impacts on arma control afforts
within a relativealy short timsas,

1. Aa you no doubt are aware, negotiations for a total ban on cheamical
waapoens are procesding slowly despits efforts of the USSR in the past two years
to hasten achiasvemant of a Chemical Weapons Convention., The slow paca of
negotiations is due primarily to the iasiatence by some nations on completion
of fine detalls of verification of complilance in such a Convention before
signaturae and ratification, Many of these fine detailasa counld well await
completion following an agreament, but forces heostile to such an agreement
could stretch out indafinitaly negotilatlons on such details, Meanwhile chemical
waaponzs have bheen used in tha Iran-Irag confliect and many other nations,
partigularxly in the Third world, are believed to have taken astive steps to add
guch weapona to thair armamentarium since their use in Iran and Iraq has not
baen penalized by the international community.

Chemigal weapons ara universally sbhorred by civilized humanity., Qur
auggastion iz that the USSR unconditionally and unilaterally renounce their
producktion, use and stockpiling, and dacdlare they will destroy their stocks
with inspection open to all states. Such a declarstion would ba analogous to
the one made by Prespident Richard Nixon in 196%, which resulted in thae early
achiavament of a Bilological Weapons Convention {1972) now signad and adhared to
by over 100 nationse. ’
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We are confident that such an unconditional and unilateral ranunclaticn of
chemical weapones by the USBR would have a tremendous impact on world spiaion
and would materially hasten the achievament of a Convention totally banning
these dreadful weapons. '

2., The outbreak of human anthrax in Sverdlovask in 1979 haz bean
repeatedly clted until this day by anti-Soviet socurces as evidence that +tha
USBR has broken the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention and thersfors c¢annoct be
trusted to adhere to arms control treaties. For several years Prof. Matthaw
Messlscn, an sminent melecular biologiast and gensticiat at Harvard University,
and I have besn working through Pugwash +o demonstrate ¢that the Svardlovsk
autbraak was indesd cauaad by infacted meat and not by an sxpleosion in a
biclogical wespons laboratory in Sverdlovsk az alleged officially by tha United
S8tates Government and othars,

It i=s of interast to note here that Prof., Mesalson was primarily
respongible for dilsproving the allegation by the United Statas Governmant that
"yallow rain™ was a chemical warfars agant supplied by the USSR for use in
Bouth-East Amzia moms yasrs ago. Prof. Meselson has twice visited ths Soviet
Union te forward efforts towarda clarifying the cause and nature of the
Sverdlovak incident through open acientific exchanges, His first visit ocourred
in 1986, kindly asssisted by Genaral Nicolai Chervov who waz informed about tha
situation through Pugwash. During his first visit to Moscow in 1986, Prof.
Mesalson conferred with Dr. P,N. Burgasov, Deputy Minister of Health, br, V,NW,.
Nikiforov, an infecticus disease spacialist, and others who desalt paerazonally
with €he 1979 anthrax outbreak in Sverdlovsk. He then arranged for Burgsasov,
Nikiforov and D¥, V.P. Serglev to come to the USA in April of this year to mest
with specialists in epldemiology, infectious diseases and public health. Thesa
meetings wara highly publicized and 4id much to dispell suspleiong about the
1378 ocutbhraak,

& third and e¢rucial atep would be a visit to SBverdlovsk itself by five or .

aix American apecialists, including one army infeotious disease speclalist as
part of Frof, Mssalson's team., It was tentatively agraad, in meatings Prof.
Msselgon had with Burgasov and others in Moscow during tha firat week in
September of thia year, that such a visit might take placa in January 198¢, If
and whan such a vigit takes place, it 13 essential that the Ministries of
Health and Defense ensure that the USA team would have accaes to all relavant
information. Wa are confident that the rasult of such a visit would effectivaly
eliminate harmful references to tha 1979 outbreak that is being axploitad by
cartain groups in the West, and which serves as a continuing hindrancs to tha
achiavamant of arms control treaties with the USSR,

Raapactfully yours,

A e

Martin M, Kaplan
fecretary-Genaral

Oalle ¢ Ganaral Nikolai Chervov
Academician V.T. Goldanakii
Daputy Minister Vladimir Petrovsky
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