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DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

7 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Mr~ Sergei Kislyak 
First secretary 

- Embassy of the USSR 
1125 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Mr. Kislyak: 

'Wm 
~Wt 

September 30, 1986 

I would be grateful if you would arrange to have the enclosed 
communication sent to Dr. Burgasov in Moscow as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Matthew Meselson 
Professor of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology 



DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

7 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

P.N. Burgasov 
Deputy Minister of Health 
Rachmanovsky, 3 
Moscow, USSR 

Dear Dr. Burgasov, 

m1Wr 
~ 

w September 30, 1986 

By now you will have received ~ the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington my letter of September 9 and the accompanying 
memorandum of our discussions in Moscow. 

As we agreed, I have taken steps to organize a small group of US 
medical scientists who would like to visit you and your 
colleagues in Moscow for further discussions. I enclose a list 
of such persons from which three or four could be selected to 
visit Moscow at a time that would be convenient for you. 

A most distinguished and respected individual has agreed to 
participate and take overall responsibility for arranging and 
conducting the visit. He is Dr. Lewis Thomas, President Emeritus 
of the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in. New York .and 
University Professor at the State University of New York at 
Stoneybrook. I enclose a copy of his biography. 

If you agree, I suggest that we proceed as follows: 

l) You would communicate with Dr. Thomas to let him know 
that a visit to Moscow by him and three or four of his colleagues 
for two or three days would be welcome. Dr. Thomas would need to 
know what dates would be convenient for you. It would be good ~f 
you could suggest two or three different alternative times. 

2) Dr. Thomas would select three or four persons from the 
enclosed list to accompany him to Moscow. A major factor in his 
selection would be the availability of the individual at the 

·particular time chosen for the trip. 

3) The American side would cover travel and all other 
expenses except for expenses inside the Soviet Union. 

4) An official in the Soviet Embassy in Washington would 
contact Dr. Thomas in order to facilitate the granting of visas. 

5) Because of my heavy work load at Harvard, I myself would 
not plan to come to Moscow with Dr. Thomas's group unless, of 
course, you think it would be important for me to participate. 
In that case, I would make every effort to come. 



. " 

It is important that the proposed visit should be carried out at 
the earliest time that is convenient for all concerned. 

I can assure you that what we have already accomplished will have 
a constructive outcome and that this will be much enhanced by the 
accomplishment of the three additional steps we discussed in 
Moscow: a return visit by US scientists, a visit by you and your, 
colleagues to the US and the publication of your ~anuscript in an 
English language journal. 

I am arranging invitations for you and your colleagues to visit 
the US to give scientific lectures and consultations. Can you 
let me know what times from February onward would be convenient 
for you? Also, I need to know which specific individuals should 
be included in the invitation. 

Finally, the manuscript by you and Professors Bezdenejnich and 
, Nikiforov has now been translated into English. I will return it 
to you within the next three weeks with editorial comments for 
you consideration and approval. 

With best wishes and personal regards, 

Enclosures: 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Meselson 
Professor of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology 

• Biography of Dr. Lewis Thomas 
• List of Medical Scientists 



BIOGRAPHY 

From American Men.and Women of Science: 

THO.MAS, LEW!S, b F1ushing, NY, Nov 25, 13; m 43; c 3. INTERNAL MEDICINE, 
PATHOLOGY: Educ: Princeton Univ, BS, 33; Harvnrd Univ, MD, 37. Hon Degrees: MA, 
Yale Univ, 69; ScD. Uoiv Rochester, 74, Princeton Univ, 76, Med Col Ohio, 76, Columbia 
Univ, 78; LLD, Johns Hopkins Univ, 76; LHD. Duke Univ, 76, Reed Col, 77. Prof E;p: 
Intern, Boston City Hosp, 37-39; intern, Neural Inst, New York, 39-41; Tilney Mem fel, 
Thorndike Lab, Boston City Hosp, 41-42; vis investr, Rockefeller Inst, 42-46; a.sst prof 
pediat, Sch Med, Johns Hopkins Univ, 46.48; from assoc prof to prof med, Sch Med, 
Tulaoe Uruv, 48-50; prof pediat & med k dir pediat res labs, Heart Hosp, Univ Minn. 50-54; 
prof path k ehmn dept, Sch Med. NY Univ, 54-58, prof med k chmn dept, 58-66, dean, 
66-69; prof path k ehmn dept, Sch Med Yale Univ, 69-72, dean sch med, 72-73; PRES 
k CHIEF EXEC OFFICER, MEM SLOAN-KETTERING CANCER CTR, 73-; PROF 
MED & PATH, MED SCH, CORNELL UNIV, 73-, CO-DIR, GRAD SCH MED SCI. 
14· Concurrent Pos: Consult. Surgeon Geo, US Dept Army, 52; mem path study sect, Path 
Training Comt, NIH, 54-58, Nat Adv Health Coun, 58-62 & Nat Adv Child Health & 
Human Develop Coun, 63-67; mem como streptococcal dis, Armed Forces Epidemiol Bd, 
NIH, 54 k 58; consult, Manhattan Vet Admin Hosp, 54-69; mem, Bd Health, New York, 
56-69; dir third & fourth med divs, Bellevue Hosp, 58-66, pres med bd, 63-66, dir med, 
Univ Hosp, 58-66; mem bd sci consult, Sloan-Kettering Inst Cancer Res, 66· 72; mem, 
President's Sci Adv Comt, 67-70; consult, Surgeon Geo, USPHS; mem bd din, Pub Health 
Res Inst. New York; mem med adv comt. Ctr Biomed Educ, City Univ New York. 12·: 
prof biol, SKI Div, Grad Sch Med Sci, Corneil Univ, 73-; mem comt educ, Div Biol & Med 
Sci, Brown Univ, 74-76; mem sci adv comt, Inst Cancer Res, Fox Chase, 74·; mem comt 
health professions of bd trustees, Sch Med, Univ Pittsburgh, 74-76; mem med adv comt, 
Irvington House Inst, New York, 74-; adj prof, Rockefeller Univ, 15·; trustee, Rockefeller 
Univ, 1S·, Draper Lab, 75- & John Simon Guggenheim Mem Found, 1S·; mem bd din, 
Josi!h Macy Jr Found, 15· Honors & Awards: Distinguished Achievement Award, Modem 
Med, 1S; Nat Book Award for Arts & Letters, 75. Mem: Nat Acad Sci; Am Acad Arts & 
Sci; iel NY A cad Sci; Practitioners Soc; Am Soc Clin OncoL Res: Infectious disease; 
hypersensitivity; pathogenicity of mycoplasmas. Mailing Add: Mem Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Ctr 1275 York Ave New York NY 10021 

POSTAL ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 

Lewis Thomas, M.D. 
President Emeritus 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
University Professor, State University 

of New York at Stoneybrook 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
1275 York Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
USA 

Telephon_e: (212) 794-7646 
(516)324-6726 
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Lewis Thomas, M.D. 
President Emeritus 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
University Professor, State University 

of µew York at Stoneybrook 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
1275 York Avenue 
New York, New York 10021. 
USA 

Donald Armstrong, M.D. 
Chief, Infectious Disease Service 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
1275 York Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
USA 

Paul B. Beeson, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine, 

University of Washington 
Distinguished Physician, 

United States Veteran's Administration 
Seattle Veteran's Administration Hospital 
4435 Beacon Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 9 810 8 
USA 

·Philips. Brachman, M.D. 
Professor, Master of Public Health Program 
Emory University 
735 Gatewood Road 
Atlanta, .Georgia 30322 
USA 

R. Gordon Do~glas, Jr., M.D. 
Chairman, Department of Medicine 
Physician-in-Chief of New York Hospital -

Cornell Medical Center 
Room _F437 
525 East 68th Street 
New York, New York 10021 
USA 



Dr. Stanley Falkow 
Professor of Medical Microbiology 

and Medicine 
D307 Fairchild Building 
Stanfo,rd University 
Stanford, California 94305 
USA 

Anthony Fauci, M.D. 
Director 
National Institute of Allergy 

and Infectious Diseases 
Building 31 
Room 7A03 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
USA 

William Hardy, D.V.M. 
Professor and Member 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
1275 York Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
USA 

Gerald T. Keusch, M.D. 
Chief, Division of Geographic 

Medicine and Infectibus Diseases 
Professor-of Medicine 
Tufts - New England Medical Center 
171 Harrison Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02111 
USA 

Marvin Kuschner, M.D. 
Professor of Pathology 
Dean, School of Medicine 
Health Science Center_ 
State University of New York 

at Stoneybrook 
Stoneybrook, New York 11790 
USA 



Gerald L. Mandell, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine 
Head, Division of Infectious Diseas~ 
Department of Internal Medicine, 
Division of Infectious Diseases 
Box 385 
University of Virginia Medical Center 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22908 
USA 

Gordon Meiklejohn1 M.D. 
Professor of Medicine 
University of Colorado Medical Center 
Denver, Colorado 80220 
USA 

Helen M. Ranney, M.D. 
Chairman, Department of Medicine 
University of California 

at San Diego 
T006 
La Jolla, CA 92093 
USA 


