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In their detailed letter on the yellow rain
controversys Rosen et al. (1) czonfound their own case for
chemical warfare in southeast Asia. Contending that "people
indigenous to the area collected and turned in anything that
wa2s vyellowsr in spite of the fact that yellow rain attacks
were rare by mid=1982%, the authors discredit the principal
source of evewitness testimony and of environmental samples,
including those in which they have reported the presence of
tricothecens mycotoxins. Dne must be suspicious of ths
assertion that Haponyg refugees once provided authentic
samples and testimony from chemical warfare attacks and at
some arbitrary time ceased to do s3p. If we hold Rosen st
als to their statementsr native witnesses might well have
dissembled in their sccounts of chenmical warfare and turned
in inauthentic samples at any point from 1978 to the
presenta. '

The Hmong interwvisws on yellow rains which Rosen et al.
have obwiously not czonsulted, offer nuperous accounts of
chepical attacks both before and after mnid~1982. These
interviews, conducted from 1979 to 1983 by a wvariety of
agenciess{2,3,%-,53 show a persistant pattern: the warfare

scenarioss, including the repercussions of dliness and deaths

wary considerably in content and scopezsr while the purported
chemical warfare agent seen on the ground is invariably
described as yellow and matches hee faeces{éd. While the
interviews by no means offer unegquivocal proof of chemical
swarfarer they. do represent the combat experience of Haong
guerrillias in Laos. Furthers, the interviews suggest Hmong

refuges accommodation to thedr American patrons® interest in
building & rcase against Sowist influence in southesst &sig.
45 the bee fagces theory impliess, the transformation of
Laotian attacks on the Hmong into the metaphor of yellow
rain may have ogcurred sarly in the post~¥Yietnan War phase
of American—Hnong relations {73, leszding refugees to procure
descriptively apopropriate samples whose etiology was as much
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a mystery to them as to Western investigators.

The complex political vulnerability of the Hmongs, both
in their flight from Laos and their dependence on Yo S
officialss, 15 an integral part of the yellow rain story. If
the controversy is ever to be resglyeds, 3t will reguire 2
more studious appreciation of Hmpong perspective than
gevidenced by ¥nsen 2t al. 1in their facile repudiation of
native testinonya.
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