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Greetings Dr. Meselson: 

Enclosed a~e the materials you requested 
during our phone conversation today. Note 
the error in the Mew sc'ie;ntis·t article in 
the last sentence-:~95% of Lao people do not 
have malaria. The correct statement is that 
"malaria is epidemic here(Meuang Hom, Laos) 
--95% of the people get it. 11 This was the. 
information presented to us by Lao doctors 
and a medic. It is explained more fully 
in our article on page 11 of the enclosed 
Chronicle 

Thanks for your assistance on ideas 
abput a scientific delegation visit to Laos . 
. They are most helpful. 

Best wishes, 
(-~ 

~~ 
Roger Rumpf 

P.S. our new address is: 1241 Potomac Ave. S.E 
Washington D.C. 20003 

.. 



MANHATTAN APPLIED research division 
245 West 13 Street New York, New York lOOll 

March 29, 1984 

Dr. Matthew S. Meselson 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Dear Dr. Meselson: 

I admit it: I was one of those who giggled when you asserted 
that the "yellow rain" in Southeast .Asia was not ch-e'mical 
warfare but was the result of "massive defecation flights 
by wild honeybees."· 

Sure, I laugh®d then, but I guess the joke was on me. I 
was convinced by your account in the papers of being caught 
in a five minute shower of bee feces that left yellow spots 
all over you and your car; it sounds terrifying. But that's 
when I got my idea. 

Couldn't such aerial bombardments of bee caca provide per­
sonal protection for city folks. I say that a hive in your 
ap1rtment could be better than a dog in your yard. "Sic 'em!" 
y6b. 1 d say to your bees if some bu~glar tried to get tough. 
Your hive would scramble and then dive at the scoundrel, 
bombing him with bee-do! That ought to scare him off, with 
no permanent damage or threat of litigation •. 

I'd appreciate any suggestions you have on the best breed 
of bees to work with, training tips, diet, etc. In fact, 
if you'd like to come on board as a partner with responsi­
bility for technical matters, I'd be delighted. In any 
event, I'd very much like to know if you think this is a 
practicable idea. 

How's this for a slogan: "Bees For Defense, But Not One 
Cent For Tribute ! " 

Yours, 

r~el_ 
Randy Cohen 



"D .L M1"t 1:n . h.u; d.6 ~ 
l 

l 1 
(.K. f'1.~S-<.cZ fo td...e_ 1_&l.A. 0-fo~(:-

Vvl~ ~\ to ~C1-lA.:tlA.t.e<..~ t ~~ tC\.. l I.A.op"" V[01A..' U '°" etloe<_ 

C-o . cU. ~ F lA.ut V\A. '1 k C<.AAot ~ ~ ~ ~ c<.M. o{ t-o UAA.. o.{.v,..sf c.c..vc.o{ 

l/\A ~ F "'1. s c9'vt. w_ C><l\.~ t&J.A. .. '.> ~ l ~~~it . . 
l o<.o tAo t lA.e<.lK. f-W. 6'l<:{k+Lsf L .. cUOt < w i:u.LA. CnA.n. ~~''Ot.s 

ex, }..Q ~ t 6 ~ V.. t-\ f C f'i 0 g-'CUAA Ur c:fJ...CUA-~ tJ... (). fo L f "1.A..6;> k.!_o{ ; l f 
5 .(.(..V\,i\..S to VVI..(. ()(. n V\A.(.. ~v\.-"k V\A.A.--~ k, ~ ~ ~ l.1..L.SC. • l t~ 1~ 

tc.L Vu.. t-tJu.. c t°fcn..t~f-1 t-o S-U.A.o( '1 ct'Vl -t LA..Zs &ht°' -~t ~ 
W.t.st ~ Vvle<M 16'\o 0t.o<.cO<..Sh .. tA.S Ccri..r O""Lcc.h. .. ~s ~" F-~t 
tre ~ C.Olo~ ~ o{ N U"1 '1._Cl'\.h. . 
~ b'~ 1.u:f"-c t- f--~ n;.f wec.s ex. t-tor r foo. VVt.Oc.Vt.~ pt-opG.. · 

- _o - - I 
lAA.e<.iu.ll o[~~oci..s: , ~ tAA.t?~~cA. , too.; ~(A~ ~f<.tO"\.C.S, 
f:-o o 11\.A(';.(. lA. "( ~ lA.lA...CJi.s l ~ o vc>t. ll\. VLA..L LA. toc...e o l ~ oi..Ct..l s c~ 
~S. 00°\.~IA.o( t lA..<. C0'1.At4t"'lf ~o( h0tkS lc<,t.c.c{ ro tA.~ Lol,,..ocf 

b Vu.1 ~~&wo( LA.iS t:o ~~ t-o h..i..,.o w 
1 
~"1AA...t cvu.oc.s &'-<.<.Vt.A.<o{ 

t-O b ,(,. f.cx. k> "'°""' . \ l "". \A.~ ~ £,CC C<. r e_o{ I f>U J:- .<AA. o{L V\.f cd.le. 'l. 8<-C::_ 
il\A ~ /<- s £- 0<.. h: ~s. ~ l co<.lc:. ot to-<. .SO""VVl.<. ~cx.MA.p iL ~ ~ 
'PiA.v...V\A T'\A.Vl s l kOv..A.Ar u<Ai..Ol I CXAA.11f. tf 1."~h..~oQ(AA.5 I lac..01s l ~ 
l! " .. \A~ , !A..os . f\.(o t j tA. G t evi..f ..<.. lt..t; .. s , l 1 

VVt. cc. pe<.-Z~ ~ 72 IA.. t 
\ b-icnA yt.vt t ~ c.S"OUA.Af le.. s ~occ h. .f-o S~b..u,. .ec-v~ ()I( , lAJi t- ~ 
~\A.<.. ~f· Cll e<.. /cti. ~ cole.e.et~ t?[ Wvc. vu., wko ts- lA.o w 

C1.: \IV\.£. V\A. b Ct 0 l f-~ ( crt r~ 1)1 f ~C/'vV\.CXh 'o[ MA- ~ ~ot~ 
c.ctll£.~ <:9 l ~ tA..<.. 

1 
w \Ao l" s o{.oi ~ ~~ CUA. Vt. c.t.l \S' Ci~ ae.. 

~ ~ OV'I.~, ~~ 1:-l,u. '4C. sr~"2.. ~CCAAA.ttA..ta.{ f-1~ ~Gs. 
1 tu._, '1.c..~CA.Lts sv..b6tcu.A.~°"t.<. t.i"1.A.h f~~( cx~&ut vt.cx.+~ 
oc C/tfVU. V\C(.. o L f. W.. ~"lA...cAot ~ C,.(. V\.L -b:9~ lA s <M.. ~s ~ • 
O\A-t. 5'CUAA.f'Lr... CO"V\.t--OU:~ et. SVV\.cx.Ll~~f ot p~ " 
'(1-OlA, LA.&;. otAA.ol LAO WI.~ C.C>f:C' n V\.S (_ 13otM V ~ .. V\~ ) • t-~ O t k!Jt 

~OVVtA.f' lL s CO'"\A t-0<4 VL~ol b ~('ff<"_ O\AN< ""'v... ~ o[ lo~ ~C...:i-..s 
O.AA.ol oV\Acd.l OLV't.A~Vt..ts o(' ~c9tc>t-kc.u..u.s l 2 ~ C'C'"\..t.bO(..(:we<_ 

1- -z.. "'- 2 ) . 'T IAcx. f ' s C\. l..CM.AJ c ~ ~ ho-c..M'ctL-u 
1 

b I.A+- ~ tA.J' ! 
\..v.-0<. ~ {A 0 t r 0 w e.. til v... cx.l.e l <.. :~ ~ ~ .(.OrJ-l . A- l. t ~o (.,\. , ~ t-c;...(. 
CO"Vl c.lM. s i" 61-tA. Zs so/('C -l i ~ vd'G. 1 l t Subs t CXA.A. t-i.·{j(J ,c-



" • 

---- -· -- ----

~ UVlh t lA...<.. c.n.: . I ' VVL. .S"1.7L ~ t- vu:~. t l c OUAVLC9t .sair ~er...(.. 
1 

to u f--. -· 

HiA:s v.:>e<. s ~ 1:1"-l ~ <'"' /"'"' 11\A o<.t <en... I ~ ""-<-l M f- I: 1 h..:. c«.<A.: ~ , 
1:-l..-u,. &\.< .. ~GS 11..i:U.t ot '.'~ tH.f.~t ~U...A-t [ ' • l. · ec..ss UA..f ~Vl.A..A..~c:. 
~ -O.tr. ot nLrv.A.~:) olc..ot.olc.c{ V\.ot -t-o pu:.k>-lc:sk +-~&<- tcuotz~ 
I ~ l..\)CXS O<.. CcrOt.l<: h'"'C91.A k,..c. h .. 1..x:..<..vt ..f-lA.t... C"1A.S"'-l. uu.G,:c,<. S..(. O?\.(.~ 
o} t>..(..~~4 ctAA.ol t-Lt..<. &o r.A:.oJ..zsl:. .SLOU.~W"l.~ o( "'Fcu..z{ 1-t//°"1.s f 
O'\M.ol ~o t-t.... .C-\/u. r-ChA..rs ~ L-u.ol t-o oc.~o-l Ff--lA.Pl. t-M...c.s.~~ 
b.c..c C(.A.,.c.. G '- of el~ s l::C c f>d'.....Uc ~ (Y1.o lo le-I/IA.~ . h~" L' (.A.A.?l A-CA. lo .oi. t 
f> ""u::nA.AZ \S .c. cl t-o p ~ b Us k & t..U. ~vi o{L~ i. vv.. vv..c..c£2()(.,f l '1 
o.. ft Ln. -tk.c.. <>V.,~ r:; ~ ~ J ctL ot SL.V"iSs V\A.L VIA!;> .l9i. ~ ~P o I t-w .IA. . N 
1°6v..t 1:-kod· ~ 'f- k0<.f f-<M 1 f-L-u,. Ceh.A.(io<.vi~,~ ~ l t- {~vt. 
6 0 .f f> .le. C<.S (. I ~ h,c,. b-~ ~ CAA, ( "1.. !A.A.O<. b; c91A ~ l1 I r1-i f 1A.. ... C:JC;.£, f. (. (..( 5 ..e • 
hcx. ~ lo.t. { 1 tL • b «. O!... Lo U .(:.o C~c t ~ W 50<..UA.f .(..c_ ~ ~lv_ k 

l ~IA.cd.L f-0-<. e,,,:,; K~\ ~-s ov-u.A. 0t..€(X..l(...'-'l 1 p""1-kcc.rs CAA CUA..t~ 

l I!,(_ ~. t-o S ~o(_ ~lA.,t..VV\. :0 'tefiA. Q.AA.c.( q ~"(.K. S~ f:o f~ 
cc:;.. "'\,k c.9-l To.\i c.~ J "'(, IAA.. ~ h: t-t.A. l-.<. w ~ ~ ~CL LK Ot.4..<. 

-<..tf~t ~ ~s~~ roriiA.~. 
TIN. SCUAA.f~S l ~Vl.oJl.L( l Vt.f-UA.olc.ol to .S~ to~~ 
t L1. h~c9t l.l\.CJdK. lo.u...tA OU.A.'4.i~ "?...£o< lo~ t-~ iUhL"O\ lo)n'cc(~i 
LM..stit-~f:.c.. TIA.<.~ 50VV1Ap.U.s c.~b-<.o-l lo~ ~ c~~~~ 
C.d-v\. t Ct.A,, vu..c<. E;;"1,., l rO'"V\A t' ~ s ~°' H - "'- - Ai.o.t "° , l" O<. h. , lo~ 
().. ckt, vvJ:. C Cl...L. CA-./A:-oc. ch_ ["'- f '-"- S ~ lA £ ~le, t "1. ~ ~ '5 Wee. s 

6 u f f o ~..t..c.{ t-o k ~i.1-<. t-~<..vt f> lM cc.. . No ll\A. IA.."&wv.,{ ~~s --u - · 
s"·~s ~ lc;MA.\AM. l WO s~f .<'.LS ~ kh..(A.A.. fl"1A.-t 

7 t- Lu. LAA. Wt s IA.1 (1 ~ lA o{ o l ~ t ~ lCV<.A.o-l fi,u. kt GCA..<.A.~s 
0 CC. l.\ f ~ o.( . t W~ 1.c.. rd"\. f < cA t kO(.f b'1. f> LAS fM.'tAs f~ Vt.-\ 

)vouh hcx.c. kus (A.G'~cYl ~vvt.icovl ~t.s. l k0<.w ~f~c:< 
oJJ.. t--t.u F'"c~ ~ c~s~~ol..c.IA.t ko..o( -s-U.Af °[~f< 
cwu. ~'1 , tow VI.A.Oh."~, M"'-Fr ... c:C>Lh:<1'l.-t, Ck lft.·"L1 io1.1.t . 
l oU.:~ ~ tA.Ot S.tL GU.A.( si~s o{ Jol..Z~tets 1 bk.E=-~ ~ost 
oJJ.. CC(.S t. s s l.A.oo t-F IA. ~lACA: s IA:> k.o: &; VlA.AA.~t lA0<.. V<. CD'.A4.-" <.. 

c(c.~ ~ .. T~ et. t- 11\A.tOt.. KS l:- V... od· t:-&u. ~€" IA..vt.A..f> ho' &K C..C..~C'\. f. eo{ 
l 'l tA.C... Cct'l..d.o( iAl' t L1..CA lM:.. '1.(..().(.~o{ -l:~·~ W~ ~tOOl.'f S iACC LS S' * 
S ..(. ~ VvU. o-{ t () lo.t JO<i. S ( : 13 U~~ .L .t' l.A.1. / l.A.J'\. I S OcM V\. ~ k;, L.C CCl.b" _ 
\.-\.CA. t ~ WC<.$ ( c9v.. tAc{ ~ t W 6'~ r' lt_ 'i' J SI.A.Sf(. C t i:-Viot f 

6 V\A o f.t..t. vJCls V...6.t o( ~'1. st- otAA..o{ <l.oc..t Ui UtJ t-.....v.A hcx.~s '( t­
o<A <t> ~LA--l- ~-t-.c.Cll tl.AL~ ~ fS'iA.o~I:- O l( ~~ '1.e<../ok>i1s. 
f\..lob- ov ... ~ lo_Lqe>U..4..~£ ol t-~~ 1i~~~c_s l_Q1v...e.11Sh .. CS"l..1.f C'-

0.U:<t>~f..A..Jc t:t..t-.t.c{ tt.;(.,(_w ~ E>'iA.oob- ol{ eihL '1.e<..k>l.oi1s. ~ 

/...lob- O>A. l.u loLcou.<...s-~ 61 t-IA.<.s "- f'£ v.~ ~ s l 9 "'-'-" h~ f Ct.. 

.UHlt.. t.o:·~l t:~ ~s!A.lt-~ :>( f.k..c. £.~r..t:ri.k u N ru.f<hf f "1~ 4; 

*-.. ~~ ~( lA.&<ct( . ~~c~ . • 



~ol. Sblt0t..ff.LJ'\. o[ f-Vi..c. To~. ~sh>h~~~ b:ru:-a${ boe.o.<. VtA.(. t-kcx.f: 
~ !A: f <n:t o l + k k c S f>.u --z.. le<.~ . -b IA 0t. £- .t..k-'~ (.A,..(o-{ t ~ 
SC<.AAA. f .lL s l's V\. o t- C' OU~ IA.Ct. oil t- lAcx t e-k.t. ~ p.e.c. s ~ fO<. ~ 
ro~ ~1 . / + ki Uh_ b-1..u. "1..<..f'1. t CCV\. t 0U: Vt. S f-CD IAA.Ci.A.A.1 Vt..<-c.Jkt -
b<- s. ~ oo-u. t-oo ~a<..IAl ~ccd..'fi:: L'u~v.ec-(_ ,CUA..o<'. 

· frL.u.ru. oo-u. cu•l:-~ski."1A.(<..~ . ~ t.h.ch'viAs. 
rw. u N ""f."'""f ko..s i.o1L/.I\. ~-s-c<A..ssLc>< b~ ~ ~M O<AA 

'P~e<. \IVl..t.lA. ts .s u ~ c "1A.;t ~ U. .u... "/ 1)t-"Wi. LM.0<.v~1A-f- ~a< 
A-t 11\A. ~ C~(){ O"l..1.. A-r "l. u t- ~ - t- t..u.. CC"l.4S .(.. '1. u O<.. ~ .. v-c VL-t..<. vu lo.ots 

. t ~ \IV..(. ol<; OC f: l J h..vto{ f-o 'l..(..fetk<. f;-l,...<,; '1.U u.£fs Ol , f-lA..t. --U.f>·~ to 
t-Vvc.. 0~~6.t-\~ ol ~~~'""-h~ k:i..c.in~..>U.Vt. ~ ~~ CJ.A...i.c-(. 

.f-.~ ~t>~ OLbo>\A,-t OL ~-bk.o<h~ o( US usp. us.s:R. 
Ju.,vv.A, c~ t.oc.C{r~s Chit -b~-i so-CL.,' OV'l.~ iM. (A.f t ke<.t C1'IA..(_ 

CC\.\.\. 1 t- ~s t- t-Lu,. U..~ST<. . Tt.u ~ Ce<.IAA.<. 001.~ Vl.0< uh f.IA. f-k.<. 

LAA'1co f;ori,'tA O\h~VVU.\A.t _ i'"WA.t M.o[ l+~ 1A.Wv..-cl~;c C ~~t) 
lA.C'A..S b-iou&kk ocsoc..Vk !AA. f--t.-u. l't~ ( l'10<.C ·- illA.C.£.tfC"t. es~ 
1°0« !Aft. OlAA.Ol t r tA~~ '1.i..Ct..clv.C/l O<. fCt.l:t- {)dnlA.s. T6u+ f:~t~ 
VJ\.~\..,, t,.. ~ 0 r ~ IA.U ~ b.oi.s 0 l ttu ~o ec: ~ ~ t 0<..M_o( ~ ~ fu:c."1, I 

'P~~ lA.X.. oli o{ ""-0 t- ~ (;c. c C<_( ol t 0 oSl CUA-8' 1:-w. .t.AM: 1.A..o{ 6 0 { 

(:-Lu. flVvt. CA.-do .chs ·o [ t-k..t ~ ~ '-" 1.\.A.c. tA. foe£ f> co,.h..cs t-o ru_ ~4Ah.. 
t-~ 'FR..<j '.a f\..io t-o ~~~ ~hs .. lf ~O'Vt. ~ l~f~,t£C{ 
t~tA. t-1.A.A. ~l+~s ol ~~u.s f...t.L4..to~ t-o &...i'ch. l~~"Ju,;. 
o<AA. ot· &bc.L \AA vc.:~ ko W. CXA.A.. o<. t-~ "t. ~ t.v'--"-S I l c. cu.... .s--"',,,A.o(_ 

t W.\lv\. w L-u.cA l i lodeit k;;oc:e4L lt b.c. bC<..Ch.. r O"iAA. /hose~ ~ 
I olo Mt.of:- (a_Ol..O W '! ~ ""-Cl.M -uc..oU"'S WolA. 'I:- lo.c. too 

1
ol:.(ji' 

cv.Lt. f.hA.~ V\J)Cc..~ , l t-~uh. if. i~ et. "'U. VtA.~h..e<.lo£c.. {0<.ci:- f-IAe<rt­
lio tA. vu.c~ a.,Fo( .~ hAL.s-c toJU~~. (,<olAJ. '"t.t..fvvs~c.{ 

1 
+t.cs<.. 

~C«.Lhs IAA.i~ .. (AA.clCL~ .rVLS. - ~ll'Vl.~ ~~S. C(A..c.o{ 
t-t.-u. .. vu.~t-i~<-~s. etbo-tA.t et. C~1.L~€.'t"vc.. ~lA..-u ... c~ 
o4IC s W°'- 1.A.A.Oll.'\A.£. lA..t- tu..CA.k '1 . -A l. I: ko T I Ve..cx_ CK. ~cu,. !AL c.l Cc. 

fa& CA..k.lc1iA...t &i..Lv~cod... b.<..i-"COl.1AA.0t.~1A..t UA. -U.C.(M.f vt.-t.d'1..-t.?~r 
st lA c..c.. tuc. . vw.t l OUAA. ~h:U s~ w ~ , Ei:~ fi°CAA.<.s ~~ Wl(.' 

e<. ~I: ..,.,.. '1 ~IA. [ "'-,~ wu!A.f . l .€..~ f>.LC.: ...Uy °l "'-'-' h'C'I.< ~ 
r+~"""-~~ I W iu_IA 'f-IAA.. ot-~ ~IA.1.~S l Vt.f..OU."h.c,c..{ t'14 

~~c ovf. o(A,, 0<'1. \l\.(.tX.V\A.LlA.t- fA.04.. v<.. '1.t.CA. ~o{ ~ SCUA-u. c.~ -

J,v.:S[~s t f'\A.~r C:s lo.t.~~.s.t. fk~ ~ t.<:6-lA..vt ~ej . 
~~~ChiC<.AAS C"\.. { Of..AA-ol ~ f--Vu_ it.(f \Ah.~ Ol ~ ~OO(.cd.£.gf-
ch_ I.~,(.. \A I( pcoi. f-1 · 4 d.~ h .. C11.A.odi.. '1 ( ~ 01'\NU. 1:i.-LA..u.~ ~ ~ t-
1/V.. ~ k lA 0 ~ cA. r ~ &u. vu,(. c c.vl c-<..c:s ~ IAA.C-(. lAA,..u-t. f ls 



Lo.(. H '°" t-t,,. CM.A t- lA. C<.. t- 0 l t-1..u. 0 ~ ~ l/Vt.OU,.A. s I OVt.Ac-l f't..t.oc..f , · ' ' 

c C<.M. lo.c... hf Ch ~F l CU: Vt. t- L.t.<. vtA. ec.A IA Css tA..LS . t-o ~"- t-i ... c.i:o.vCA...s - l;,"'-t 
f-~O\.t cx&tX2Vt. ~eth..c.s V\A.(. _9. vt.Lsh·~(As ~t.-u t:JO<..i.Zo{,'h;r o( ~'1 
it> e(~ !AA. t- ,- t 'VV\. t>cc.s Ct. fluR~ ~.c..t-=lAX<..V\. i:.d(- ce!"i.A.r-... ~ c.<J 
CtM. a.{ cl~ b t: 'S • s~ ~ I L loo r Lu'U.c1( '1. "1A. ~tit tA.A.1 r~ 6 '9t..<. oc.e: 
f>"olo.l.c..VIA.S. .. _ . . 
iCXA. VVL C(.,~ Lv .c. L vi. .f. ..OU. ~b L c-l LA-<. t-t.u [<>a " L<.!'l. LA-\ . 4 r,o ~ f o / 

hevtA. IA l..uA: IAA c~.J-C~$ IA.oux .. c&vlAF.e~ued ht {Ch.<. f-k.c.. ko.&i..e~1Nc.i 
C~ ~ n t-~ hl'9'\A.cx..( C ~ C C kod: t-f.A..t. '1 W"1A. 

1 
i:- etc Ct..~ i:- t--t-u_ 

~~lA. ~s~ CdtM.S .t.d lo~ US k'toc-h f t/..i':f o( 6lu.v--'-~ 
w~~co-u.. a.Ffs V.: ex. 1,t S Al\ V\A.. l olc.fot Vu:n.tk o( ihck.CAIA.~~. 
Tk c~+ kc.<.s 'U.fuS.Lo{ 1:-o oU..cil ~h.-t f-L-t.c_ c~f> ~ Vtt t 

lout- ·.f:-kt. Q.'1.~.l llvl.(.vvf· - .. be<.~Lo<. ~ .. t1A.{cti.CM.O<..h'-°'1.A.s o( tl.Q 
~Vvt.OlM ~IAVvu.Ut - LS t.V\.-t~b:~. Lt ~to~ C"1A. -

clAA..sl"~ 1- lA.(',(.~ w~tk ~ lM:~k p-tolvcdot l;~ ~~cot.( ~ts 
Wu. st-&u. cX.. C' ~ l liQ fA... f- st: cru. o( s cc. f<- . 

l lA.C4.~ to CO'lAA..c. {Q04c'7_ to ~~ "'(~~o-vv 12cdV\ f'ol.o~VtA.. Al~ . 
l b L tu.. vc. & V\. C«. & ~·""""' Wt.c. '1...c..ult,t (AA. 0<..SS I.A.. V\A.l ~ IA Ct. t lQ\ al & <'uJlces 
o l ~6lot"LA..<..c.c..vu.s , ! ct..vv1. v..oi: .S0<,h"'s ('£o<. . T01. ~ ~~, lv'- _ 
c CM.A- 6-<.. i- lA..c. CO'lA..c<.M. h. cd:-._-d'\A,s o l LAA. ~ ~C\.VLA.. f 4 S' OVu 'tCK.~ 
i...t:rvJ k>uf:- t-i-...0<..i- IAA..0<..'1 b-t. ~ f-o ~s~od. ~cfu.CK.h.'"1..-<.s 
'"8~t ~Lu.I.'\ ' { wcu.i.f.~o( t-o "-""-OW wk1 fr~ 04'.C~IAC<.. o/ . 
V\A.~ CO ~Ohl/L'S k0<..~ (A.a(: fo«Vr. .ll\.A.LVl.t·i"1.A..(o{ e.COt.2.J y ~c-( [ 

~€;h: to !t.~IA. w~°'-f- ~~ ccvu~eo{ .f:L-u.. cU.cx..f:LA o( ~ 
L11.. c n vu s . t ?. ~ l- 'P'U.. ti\." f w ko ( ~. Ou-.o<.kf.1-of. t 0 k;;.t. C(.t.<. €.~ p.ot f . 
cru Scru.t-"k.£.C<..sl:- A &tCMA. .e.co.e.o ~ ir , k>..c..£.t.,.c.. v-c.s tlA..cx.t- t-~ '1.ec.r,·c,.( 

cfLC<.AA..r tM l.CCJlo~1 1 (;-l.u. o/~sf'1A.A.ch~ o( ~ lllC<.f-~ 
..e..LA afi,t=~ VVU..t..1.. t ~ft-t C~E>L -~OUA.f'S ~ C l.,u_ Occ ~cc.. 
"J l/V..A..&-10 en.~ C<.AAA.. s IA.A.~ . JI i-1A.od- cs·- ~ o Fl:~ -u.s LCUt &{ ~t-
l.o L cf....l!rvu_ • Ir\;._ 1:- lAA <,; f'tZ {cA t i.AA:-~ 'l,.(.6:..(.CY,.h Bi ~~ k,t- ~<... 
p O~ St' lo .l<_ f io tA. f l olo IA. 

1 f- t-k.i \A. b_ t.o(. CCVvl r lA o{ Gi"u f Cl~(: 
t- IAA. olt.o-"'t-lA. CCXAA.St. "l U"'.:-ch'V..A.s. ~ob-~ 6lc.v..A..e<. f-o e.u.~~"4..t 
~ tA.A.. o<.k I~ t- cc.s.s u Vl.-1. f> t-c ~ tA..u.~ Ld- b.c. t-o '1.t.ctt"'..e.sh • &"'vt u -
~F ~t-.k stCUA.olCUl.d..i'2..(.d.. vvu:.b-L'\.C ol.s-, so fu0<;.t ; I:- U>i:.J!./l 
b"- c ~ £.e<..<:; t Vt to ~-lA.d.. i: lA. co llt.l ~~h lotlc.: f.u.."s . 
l d..o lA.ob t-1..u:uh.. l:-LA.cx..t tA..>C.. UJi.lJ... f-IA.ol ~t ~ bt-i,.. 

TIA.uu.. C<AAo{ ~ hu. CQ.€-<. of o-f ~ a11.c_,°JC<..h~s l f ~l,..h 
f: l,;u.. i I.A !.K.~ ti ,sOl..h ~ O"Vc. pt. o c.u..~s C<.,,""u. V\.o 1:- ad cu_~ v... C<. f-<. . I 

1 

CCUA.l.A.Ot t~uh. 0 l ovu. ~F'~ ~- &~ rc.<..st w~Jl 
lft_et. So lo LL VI. f>'\.C tx.vt. °'- ~-~ f'10 ~ ~ 6-k~ f '1.<:..!AA. CU:~ lA.r 

~\0-UA.. ll,.;(_L~tich.A.S. L e~bil.A..M..s: ~CV\ t-L-t~f- f''L°' cl:t'c.~ 



f>t:X.Lc U:s vu..t..d~ susf t- C<:.crus to (c-'-OC ft..u _ cr..l-u,C<..ol~- .e~t .. ~h .. 'j 
~W"\.s OUM.&LA.S 1A0<..h-<.'9"Vt.s ovuOil ~...<..tu.>UVl. &-w. ~l.4.t-c..ot( to.looks. 
t b~e><.., tlM_ ~st Lvvt.foi.t~t f..wV:S o{ cJ.,t._ v.AU.. to.(. t-~ 
f>"'l.(. ~t po(i ti C 1." O(..IA S t 0 {o l..U ~a.( lA. f> t VI.A Co(. <f-S C { t- k<. .(, k .(. ~ 
C<.AA.. ~ ~ ~~ t-<AA t-IA.c. f>LO r .ec. Wt. t- k ~S.(. VIA. "1.A.4":t.oi.s • 1><7'...Z ~ Uc.u-t.s 
~ E) <'1AA.Ltrlvt.<.L~ - l SU ~f>LC t J 1o~ ~IX. ~t CU..C.ol <f<CU'\ t-L<.Lvt 
5.(.)',.l C'u.cx..f-.c..c{ ricb.AJU.S I wko<..t l t-lA..t"L.Ah. L~ _OlJ.A. ~V(.,1.Foi.t~f 
{-01. C(. lo.t. ~Vl..o{ t;~ CO"tA.._h:'lAvc...i~ 001. VVC.s loLM- fol L<.f. UWU::~ &1.....c. 
.(cc..st p0<..st e~f-~ "'1<.W\.~ VJ<- kcx.c{ C<.J.00"1-<.f- fVJU.,.c.r1 Wl.l/vtS 

COIA. h ~ cx..F vvu.. v~:ts: 
1 

lo vc.. t- Vl.OVU. o { i-"lt.t.s : eu.~( l-t c.<. s . 
1 

~~Vt. L-sktcll t--~ oU..~evuctci.x. Cc.t.y;>0<.bL
0

lL f1 I c~s k~S ~'(~ I 

lo L c ~ l--U(h.( F ..vi. (- c t DUA. cA. fn.t. us .e. . l f:- IA.vu_ (etu. f Lu. uh. 1 

t-1.A.O(...t U.X.. kC\.. l.K t-o C'O"L( cu...c.h. C<. f-.t:f ~ W01.h.. ~ f WO LM.c.U" i...t · 

Csso: I.A.LS : ( 1 ? I~ t-i.......c.. f> ~ t °""~or-0cc...t Vvu. c9toc. VU:-.s I.MS wen.Lu:' kJ ' 
CM.M..O'V<.S ~1~1A.t tA.ovn&us ec.uc< ~~€&t.MA.s. lJ Lou.vi-a cs ?.<.Jkt 
b lA. ovt c<.. rcti.A r O'\ tA.cd:i. ~ Cef..J.A. ~ ll ei l"(. iO~ f~ iA. O<r f' t ( f 
~ + k DU,t. ~Vt. L l.l'VL f lM C"1AA. UA.~ ~-he_. CC'\cx,l r-~ l,, 01.. ~ s 

tl...tAA. t..vt. 
1 U lA.c.<.1><. to hC<.AA.sctMol t-L.u. ~ki"u h.1."~ ~ F~·hc~ 

s~e:t-L(A.A.s ~o{ f-o rzt(i>.!oc.cc.. Zf:- VJ{H;c, f-v...c_ h<.-t.ow<c.°%' f:L....e<..t-

~lA..lM. ~ lo.u i ~s Wt.t. ~ bd<YtA.f' .. <AJ t-o ~ ~~ ti_CMA.f 
L !ASfL t.<. o( F~h:"c~ olt. /.f'-~CL~ . (-;a ) l k~""- [{'&- f-~ 
tv.11. ~s~l-~ t-IAO(.~ ~IA olt.ci.QtOliA.- ~cxht£.A.r ~ +lAA ftde<. 
o l lAM-.U..tct'1..Lf ~0( - C><.~ i.A.Jf..lJ. cu- -c...f.s.Lw~ - ~he~ 
olt. cA s L ~ £. cU-U. lM.04. DU lOl"'l.A.£ Cl. ft .en. t-1..u.. ~ CA.2.1.A.. ~fr. c I 

~t.cklA.~O~ ccx.,I_ ~Cl(.ch OOu. 0<..oc.Ufc<.k,1-'. CUA.o<. 0<..fk-0\. t-tu_ 

shet.t-t.fc oltct:s (ChA. rs t.stec.ioli"'5'l.u.ol 0<..s 0t.. 4c.cf-. I f-kii"&A.h. ,·1- ,·s 
1 "'"rcn~c<..t .. d· f. IA CA.& fo<.ih: c..t~s <;t<. t cdJ.. Gu.£ F t-o Cl.J~uf:..c. 
G cu: IA h:' r.-~c... ()\.A.;\_ t>!.. t- t.. ~ LA o e.or--c od. '2. tA.. c.H.< •. ,..u. e{ f ..<. w ~ "oSi. 
CAM:~ IA. f-- b.c. 0{ ~,(A.: be<.'(.~ t IA. f. .crtL~t- . '-p~ h" (\ u.( oU U~ (~ 
~sr b.t ec. Lu.cxctC. o l ~h':'t~r-c. oU.~td'l.ts. , ~f:-l.t.ui. t.A.>t'"~.e. ~c. 
c C<.M. lA o t- cd'\.-\. h C'( _ £-~ ~ 4 l:-C<. <. l 1 oc.s t & • ·s s lA. r?<~ t-,;( c-{ ~ '1. 

· IN ..Ls~ .tJl-t lA c ~sh h.c. h."dlt..< ~ . 13ol: ~ CVU. · { ~ IA.\JS ro ... c 1- 1 _ f . 
· · · I ,~ ~ ~~c~~ 

O"\A.. OLL t ex~ h~ 1 OlAA o<. of~/ fr: c v....l f: 1 k I.I\. t wO'l.1:- lA. Lul... t L_ 1 . 

( \ lM. ~ """'"11 f:-lAof..t- l.M.l1 l<..bf.ot UIX-' row1..;t. - .. lotA.t lh.cs.coi.u . 
I. ( I - L I lS 

Seh.M..l WlA.O<..t k>~~ U4 ~Lu_ e.~~~s \ 1 1 VV\ IAO t ~-0\v...,u- tf..t.c.{ 
t- 0 I.Ji 6 ~- t 72.uss. ( C<..A.A. c~ ex. ~s I <XA.A. c,{ ~ WO VI. I (:- £i /tu.. t-o s .(.(.. 
s ~SS CUA. cl... AA l.;\.A CUA.S Ct.U. .£. irl vu: tA.r 

0 l 11·~ lZ ltu. t-o c ~hi ~ f-. ~- r oJ .. i:-~ ~. I l< LA..t. 11_ - .e:_ H ,(.)?. olo<..s 
\.AO~ {J...O(. (K. 0 f.(,M .....- °1. UiL~~ C9'U.~ i t b.di.C..~ I p.i.£bc.bA:. I O<.~S.S: 



t-o SU:oo E l-t:T~CH ER fL.uNl:>FuN L< 
S.CH UL. • .'FCAN K 
POSTFACH f?3? 

'D t-oo~ffuTTs~RT -1. I '"'FT2.~ ~ ~w.i.r LciU. ~V\.0"-4..> I w~ 
-I OUAA.f D<M.c-<: 5-<M-j,(_ Ll\A.'1 ~l. lo~ OCAA_ ~F" c wlt.Vc$l i..,ot.U. uo f-
~ ~ s G' t lA. c.vu£. '1 lo-<. c (Y\.A.h O"e.e...,.cX • 

lMsd .w~\. 

. ... 



DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

April 4, 1984 

Mr. Christopher Ruedel, Science Attache 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
4645 Reservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. Ruedel: 

7 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Following our·telephone conversation this morning, 

I am glad to send you a collection of items dealing with 

the problem of "yellow rain". I also enclose_ a photograph 

showing spots of yellow rain from Thailand. Do not hesitate 

to contact me if you have any further questions. 

Sincerely yours, 

Matthew Meselson 
Thomas Dudley Cabot Professor • 
of the Natural Sciences 

MM/db 

Enclosures 



E. R. E!L.OUT 

HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 

EDWARD S. HARKNESS PROFESSOR 

OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY. 

BOSTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 02115 

20 February, 1985 

Professor Matthew Meselson 
Department of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Dear Matt: 

I have read and reread the draft of your Letter to the 
Editor dated 15 February, 1985. I have also read the article 
by Rosen et ~1· in li~~ <lllr 271, 1985). 

Your thesis, which you have previously stated, is very 
clear; namely, that yellow rain is probably the faeces of 
honeybees. Rosen et al. state that you do not directly 
consider the trichothecene argument. In other words, to me--an 
interested bystander--it appears that you and Rosen et al. are 
talking about different things. I gather that you don't 
believe their experimental evidence for the presence of 
trichothecenes in certain samples that they have examined. Or 
is it possibly that their samples have been contaminated in the 
laboratory? 

In any case, I don't think your answer to them adds much to 
a scientific argument. To me, you are talking about two 
different subjects. Do you want to address the trichothecen~ 
query in your article, or do you prefer to wait and see whether 
the data that presumably now reside in certain government 
laboratories will be made public? 

This may not be a very helpful reaction to your draft 
letter, but it is my reaction. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Elkan R. Blout 

ERB:jb 



DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

7 Divinity Avenue 

I 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Dr. Elkan R. Blout 
Harvard Medical School 
Department of Biological Chemistry 
Boston, Massachusetts 02115 

Dear Elkan: 

April 4, 1985 

Thank you very much for giving . me your comments on our 
diaft letter to Nature. As you said, the draft certainly did 
not constitute a clear response to the argument of Rosen .et. 
gl. I have revised the first . paragrlaph to focus directly and 
exclusively on th~ assumption undeilying the argument of the 
other authors. 

In the remainder of our letter we summarize the evidence 
that yellow rain is bee feces. Even though this is a largely 
separate point, we thought it useful to summarize the evidence 
in the letter since it is an important part of the whole story 
and also since there has been confusion in the press regarding 
our conclusions. 

Thanks for the help. · .. 
As ever, 



Matthew Meselson 
Harvard University 
Cambridge, Mass 02138 

Dear Matt: 

Thanks for the photos of Yellow Rain. Colin and I decided 
at the last minute that we could't use them becaus~, in black 
and white, the spots wouldn't look 'like much. We substituted 
a picture of you we seem to use once every 6 months. 

After I wrote a piece about Iraq and about your bees, I 
saw the Wall Street Journal. The editorial seemed to absurd 
that I couldn't resist writing a letter about it. I don't know 
whether I'll send it, but perhaps you would look it over to 
see whether there are any bad mistakes in it. 

Thanks again, 

regards, 

Eliot Marshal 1 
Science 
1515 Mass. Ave NW 
Wash DC 20005 



t 

Editor, The Wall Street Journal 
22 Cortlandt Street 
New York, NY 20001 

Dear Mr. Bartley, 

·--- Apr i 1 1984 

I want to register disappointment with the Journal's efforts to 
interpret the chemical war in the Persian Gulf. 

The Wall Street Journal has played an important part in the debate 
over mycotoxin weapons. However, your editorialist seems to have 
become so intent on scoring points that he has lost touch with the 
substance of the issue. Every scrap of new material is cited as proof 
that the Soviets are on the attack with mycotoxins. The unbalance is 
evident in two recent editorials on Iraq's use of chemical weapons, on 
12 and ~50 March. 

The important news is that there is hard proof that Iraq is making 
and using nerve gas. But your editorialist goes off on a different 
tack, making assertions for which his own opinion is the chief 
~?v:i dence. Fe!"' r-·~o ·~hi A§-:• i/.h:i s confuE=ses ~"\!hat ought to be Siiii'4i'Fl ,;;.., a 
clear-cut case against the Iraqis and could make it harder to mobilize 
opinion against the violations that have been proved. 

In the 12 March editorial, the Journal reached three conclusions: tha 

mycotoxins are being used :in lraq:i weapons, that they have been 
blended with mustard gas, and that they were supplied by the Soviets. 
All of this is based on one thinq" a Belgian tox:icologist"s report 
that mycotoxins were found in the blood, feces, and urine of Iraqi 
soldiers. I know of no one, other than the Belgian, who says that 
there are mycotoxins in the Iraqi weapons. The Belgian report should 

/ be~ i,-,;~.th ·:.:.iution _because pec•plE·. ca~r be poisoned ~-.1ith mycotm.;ins by 
f~·-=•.t1 ng mc:iJ. dy +cod. Hl so, 1.~Jhen mycot.o:-: 1 n!E. are found J. n p.arts-p~r­

~ a.moui-its, as in this case!, tht-:::re is alt,\1ays the po~:.sibility th,::•.t 
a mistake has been made in the lab. Th:is is :important, because, 
insofar as there are quarrels about the presence of mycotoxins, it 
means the labs are dealing with trace amounts. 

The United States has no evidence of mycotoxin weapons in Iraq. The 
United Nations looked for some and couldn't find any. The Swedish 
scientist who ran laboratory tests on the mustard gas from the Iraqi 
bomb has said :it contained no detectable mycotoxins and, furthermore, 
that it would be self-defeating to mix mycotoxins and mustard gas, for 
the mycotoxins could be rendered ineffective. A U.S. chemical weapons 
expert independently told me the same thing. 

As a non-scientist, I am inclined to believe that if the Swedes 
found no mycotoxins, there were no mycotoxins. 

Your editorialist contradicts this. In the 30 March piece he says 
there ~§C~ ~ycotoxins, only the Swedes couldn't find them. My point 



is not that he disagrees with the experts, but that he does so on the 
basis of a technical rationale of his own invention. There would be 
no mistaking the quality of his opinion if he had said something like: 
"S1-,1edes a1~e careless rese'"irchers~, and anyw.:iy, they don'' t like to 
offend the Soviets." But that's not v-Jhat he· wr .. ote. 

He disbelieves the Swedish laboratory because he thinks its 
instruments are too weak. This is personal opinion dress~d up as 
expert insight. Assume that the Swedes can detect mycotoxins only 
if they are present at levels of 5 parts per million or more, as the 
editorial says. Since the Swedes tested the Iraqi bomb material for 
mycotoxins and found none, your editorialist thinks the bomb must have 
contained mycotoxins in YQ~~t~~t~~l§ amounts~ less than 5 parts per 

,C:i.1~~ ~~.,::·t ;;1r~~~o~a;,d ~;._o ,.!'~;:-~~/ LiC::: ~./~'i ~:::.s~ 
It~s hard to understand becausefp •ople can eat mycotm-;ins in 

amounts of 5 parts per million · getting sick. And people do 
eat them, for these toxins are comm,- ·n moldy food. Why, then, would 
a nation as desperate as Iraq pu- a pin h of food poison in a lethal 
gas bomb? Why would Iraq bother with m~cotoxins at all, having 
blatantly violated the Geneva Protocol b~ using something far more 
destructive, the nerve agent Tabun? 

On the other hand, if the weapons 
mycotoxins (that is, in the multiple-kilogr m quantities needed to 

!-:~~:~ .• : .. E-C~1::~e~ ... :~ ~~r.~r::rt-~~~hY __ ha:~: .. t'.:: U:~S .. : ~=~~- U.N. ~ _ ~:? J<an been 
L.frc:.ble t~J ·r111d a~e 1...onta:i.n111<;J r.:1 di:t~•-t.dble lt::1V•-l o·r 
~yc~~~~i~:. -~et_~~~ ~~~rt visit this March, a U.N. team did find over 
a d1 . ..1.,:.t=11 li:th,-:!l !Jct::; bor11L1_.,,. 

It really is hard to understand. But if one insists that trace 
amounts of mycotoxins are being put in the bombs -- as your editorials 
do -- I can imagine only one rationale. Iraq spiked its bombs with a 
tiny level of mycotoxin <undetectable by Swedish labs> as a bluff, to 
fool other, better-equipped labs into thinking Ir~q is supported by the 
Soviets in this business. It doesn't make sense. But, then, the 
bluff could have fooled your editorial writer. .. 

An alternative approach to the Journal's would be to wait until 
there is evidence that mycotoxins have been used in Iraqi weapons, and 
then look for the supplier. As it turns out, that is the post-Haig 
policy of the U.S. Government. 
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April 6 , 1984 14 Wootton Way, Cambridge CB3 91..X, England 

Dear Matt, 

Thank you very much for your call and for sending ·the photographs 

so promptly. They are exactly what I wanted. They arrived today and are 

already on their way to Nick Polunin, the editor of Environmental Conservation 

in Geneva. Whether my paper will appear in the next (summer) issue or not 

until later in the year seems to be uncertain. In any case I will send you 

a reprint, though I doubt whether there is anything in my paper which you do 

not know already. 

I have asked Polunin to return the photographs and I will send them to 

you in due course. Thank you also for your papers which I shall read with 

interest. 

I am glad you had an interesting trip to Thailand. It is possible that 

Anne and I will be visiting Petersham in August or September and if we do, 

I will certainly look you up. If you ever come to Cambridge, remember that 

we always have a meal and generally a bed available. 
0

. 

~~~~~ 
fc~_c__ .. 

P. W. Richards 



Dr. Matthew s. Meselson 
Harvard University 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Meselson: 

I am completely astonished that the CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
through an editorial by Mary 8cGrory - It says, 
"you feel that the 'yellow rain' used in Afghanistan 
and Southeast Asia is really not a chemical, but the 
excrement of honeybees." 

I would appreciate it very much if you would send me a 
copy ot your findings. I must admit I find it very 
difficult to believe that tens of thousands of honeybees 
:bn unison somehow communicate with. one an·other and teiJ.l 
each other in unison to go to the bathroom. 
iour findings will be quite interesting. 

. '•,,. 

) 

· ... 
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/'McGrory .. · . . 
y g .,. 

Th~prdpositiori;the m,µmer of 
its. presentation and th~ choice of 
spokesmen seem to reflect the 
President's d~ire to get inte the 
act ni-0r~ than a supden craving 
for talks. Th:e debating Demo..: . 

..-eagani\s~:A Dove 
~·.on ·chenlieal Warfare · cratic presidential candidates 

have lately grabbed the: limelight · 
with cries for peace ij.ncl at'!. end to 

In. Reagan terms, this absence the arms race, Sen. Gary. Hart 
of zeal in the matter at hand is a and Walter Mondale have striven . 

)' 

WASHINGTON: What is it, a:_ 
cloud, a UFO? No, it's .a ·dove. It's 
Ronald Reagan ma,.kmg his maid•• 
en campaign flight as a p:eace 
candidate. 

His "bold" initiative on restrict­
ing chemical weapons is vintage, 
Reagan arms control. That is, it is, 
a fishy proposition, to be sold by a 
suspect salesID,ari and wrapped 
around;a scheme to malte more of 

. valuable credential. Our chief ne- . mightily to detail t~·heir differ­
gotiator in Geneva on strategic · ences, but they ar as one on 
weapons Gen. Edward L. Rowny disarmament, and t e Rev. Jesse 
is a,testy hard-liner who convey~· Jackson is in the "Amtm" c~rner. 
the i~pression tll;at the last thing , ~ 
in .the worl~ he wan.ts· is a deal · The' present poiso -gas "deter-
with the Soviets. rent" is: sufficient to wip·e out 

· the weal)9ns tbat the treaty being · 
soughtis'8upppsed to reduce}.···.. ' 

IT COULD be, of course, that 
'Bush shares his mother's repug..: 
r18JlCe for poison gas :..... she scold~ 
ed· her boy for his votes. But as an 

Followers of the MX controver- advocate he is so flawed as to 
sy are f~mili!'tr with. Mr.•Reagan's ca use wor~dwid·e skepticism 
"Just one fpr ttie r~ar: · · .. i. about the President's ~ptentions. · 
phy. He w~a~~-4a tt~:;.. .. ···~. , . . · . '" , 
trte'o'rtn'ilfe'gt~e'tt>1a.$.tie;'i@:~l1~~: . ~ ':;·1o1,sµa11y wheti 'Si :persorl is about 
boys :in Congress. AM .he needed · · ~ I_Jl,ake a fresh &J)proach to an 
was the go-ahead on the most adversary, he Ghecks his gun at . 
expensive a.nd destabUJiZing: tbe door. Mr .. Reagan, character­
weapon of. all to go barreling to ~stically, did not. ~Y way of warm~ 
the bargaining. table-. The talks mg up the Russians; while not 
are, of course, now suspended. ac,tually mentioning th.em by 

· · · na:me, he i;eferred. to. what he re-
THE APPOlNTMENT of Vice gards as the fact that they used 

President George J3ush tQipJ:.esent · .. chemical wea -
the issue to the d~triainent ·· .tanandi the. stAsia. · 
conference in Geneva. 'is alSo ill 
the great }teagan tradition .of 
picking a negotiator whose recor 
suggests that he i~· onlf kidd;i: g 
as he opens his samples case. · 

TH~ CHARGES on Soviet use of ·· 
. "yellow rain'' are in dispute. The 

every human being: on earth in 
·the most ghastly w .. a~ imagi.nable. 
Mr. Reagan's con,tellf~ion that the 
Sov~ets have more ri· nd that lie 
needs; as alWafS, " barga.ir:ling 
chip" may lack elec ion~jear ap-
peal.. · · 

1 · , _ _- . 

. it .!vft .. Re,agan fo~lo~s t~eii.t~.;,, 
pa~tern,, .he will try to p!ek.off'a.rt;\.:: ,, 
oppone'nt of chemical ·warfare 
turn him or her aro~nd, and hop¢_::· 
for a bipartisan stampede: · · 

t" '' i . ' ... 

. . . I .. 
IN .THE case of]Rep:Ed Be-,_ 

~hµpe, R-Ark .. , who ~ running fc:>r 
the seat of ~P. .. :Pa.v•d }>ryor, who. 
led the.{ight·a.galnst netj"e ga,si:~' 

eSenate, itwHl ~ aw~tedet-: 
fo , Alth~ugh a loyalist on the 
M d tl).e IH bomber; Bethune 
can toe shaken !in ·his argu-' 
men. .. agaipSt re~~mkl.g produc~ · 

. tion . t weapon& thla-t our allies . · 
ha said the~ Will nb.ticeept~ .· .. 

Bush voted twice tp put produ -
tion of ne:nre gas over. tlle top~~ . 
the ~nate. He cast the tie-breal,t­
ing vqk. on J'V:ly 13. laSt jear and 
again on Noy.,· 8; .Just. ori :the fa~e 
of it, he is not a fanatic in·'tl'.ie 
cause of enqfog. chemical warfa-

. for~piqst autpority on chemical 
warfare, Dr. Matthew S. Meselson . 
of Harvard University, says that 
the fatalities came from riature -
.the excrement of honeybees ~ · :Peace. throug),l. poison gas may 
µot fro~ 8-9,yiet pJ~e& ,,,., Just .not:-fl;>' !qr.the .u:ri~ccustomed 

re. · · · · · 

··aut . gan, as always,. 
00V.~'.trit~~~~~:tl~~r'..;~?;: . 

fears inore than rejection by the •. Mary .McGrory;'>'# ·a·> 
Soviets: right-wing suspicion that . Wasbl.ngton'."-p~d syn'ii~ted· . 

he~gone'?IL -.-. . ' ,:"'"°;~ · ·· i>~;if'c~~~~1~;:~;;,;fr 
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R-J Box 3070 
Winthrop, ME 04364 
April 23, 1984 

Professor Matthew Meselson 
Harvard College 
Cambridge, MA 6 '-C 3 (;?" 

Dear Professor Meselson: 

Thank you for shedding light on the 

.. yellow rain" issue. 

I have been trying to collect Boston Globe 

articles on the issue in a running battle with 

writers of letters to the editor of the Kennebec 

Journal and need more information. 

Could you send me a reprint of the most 

recent Globe article (I have the March 5 article) 

and a report of your recent research in Thailand. 

Also, hew about a reprint of Lois Ember's ar~-5.:ble 

appearing in &m·~d eari Chemical and Engineering ~· 

If it is impossible for you to send me a copy ef the 

Ember article, could you send me the address of the 
.... 

magazine so that I could write for a reprint? 

Thanks for anything you can do for me and 

I wish you success in your search for the truth. 

?. Pe ce, -/ .pi- ,1 

i~s~ 
Tom Sturtevant 



Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

April 23, 1984 

Professor Matthew Meselson 
Department of Biochemistry 
Harvard University 
7 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

Dear Matthew Meselson, 

I very much enjoyed the talk with you 
yesterday about your yellow rain work, the 
pleasant lunch, and the chance to talk to 
your alert and well-informed students. I 
was impressed, as on the last occasion. I 
will send you a note later with some suggestions 
on readings. In the meanwhile, you might want 
to look at Richard Betts on surprise attack and 
Canby on military reform - I enclose a xerox 
of each. 

With best regards and hopes for the 
vigorous continuation of your very important 
projects. 

'\/>(\~ ~ 
Q;:'na than Dean 
Resident Associate 

P.S. I am enclosing a record of my out of pocket 
expenses; I think we can forego an honorarium; 
you can apply the money more usefully. } 

IJ:_ A_a~ 
\)t'tt~ 

.... 

Enclosures 



Dear Dr. Msselaom: 

EDGAR T. MEAD 
BOX 12 KING ROAD 

ETNA, NH 03750 

I hope you will again stretch our beliefs and tell us 
. . 

that all that "greetri stuff'" from Vermont is notijing mere thaA 

spores from White Pine Trees end not sent to us from the Soviet. 

Imagine, those Aaughty refugees blaming the poor little 

Seviet Umien ••••••• 

YGurs, 

May 4, 1984 


