
65 Granada Court 
Portola Valley, Calif~ 9~'-025 

The Editor 
Wall Street Journal 
22 Cortlandt Street 
New York~ N~ Y .. 

Dea:r Siri 

Your most inf'orma tive article, 11 Storm tl'if(;j:?' Asia"~ page 56, June 29th issue, 
exposes the remarkable ingenu.i t;y of some prots.gonists :for 
growing preponderance of evidence of' the int~o<l.uction, in 
l:usarium. poisons (!!yellow Rainll):::irlto Laos and Cambodia.,, 
offer my contributione . 

discrediting the 
recent yet"-rs $ of 
I e.m impelled to 

7Jluf-r_r ..o· b · · · 1929 f · "".'!- t · ..... I · ""'; x:y.:-n.ve or so years, eg1nn1ng in , o in\.>.uua e concern. w1 t.h ncw-
china and So. East Asia comprised extended period a of actual residence s.nd t!'avel s 
to and throughout Vietnam, Cs.mbodis., Laos: a.i:td S" .. u:rounding areas~ 'I'his provided. 
wide personal contacts and some close relationships with gouvernment officials~ 
health services a.nd doctors~ missionaries,. :merchants, plantation operators, 
hunters a."1.d others, European and native, in.clu.ding corrtacts with F.mongs, Meoss 
Meis and other border and jungle peoples., Daring all these years Is at abso·· 
J.ute1y no time,. heard from. any one any :refe:r·ence nor su.ggestion of' anything 
even vag.;.ely suggestive of' 11 yellow rain9 ~ 

And dent discount the Laotions, Cambodians, F..:mongs and otherse Tney :may be 
unlettered but they are not dumb~ In fact 5 they are smart and aC'.itely observ= 
ant ctr a.11 things in nature surrounding them., Had anything resembling tlyellow 
re.int! previously been pz•esent they would have careft11ly observed it, given it 
a m::.me and talked about it in detail" And. they know bee excrement when they 
see iH (/./Ail1Nc, S.e.£/11 ;-r rot?. f!&NIW1f1J=:S!} 

the 
One er-..uU.te !lnay sayer" even suggests that/end of the annual dry sea;;:;on is 
lla pe:i.·iod. of maximum nutrit5.one.1 stress 11 (.t} and people a:re led. to e~d:, an 
enor-inot.rn varriety of f'oods 9 some of' whidi. m.ight be moldy und cfaus~~ illr~ess~ 

Well, availability of' rice and soru.e other items fluctuates, but the jungle 
affords a wide variety of edible plants; sm:e.11 animals and even insec.rt.s., !fot 

. appttt::l.zing to us perhaps$ but untold generations he.ve eaten them with gusto 
and they have a very precise knowledge of which might cause sick:nesse !t 
is abundantly obviot:i.s the.t ii something new hs.s been added 11 .. 


