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July 18, 1983

- The Editor

Wall Street Journel : '

22 Cortlendt Strest l
New York, N. Y. "Yellow Rainfe~continued

Dear Sirg

Your most informative article; "Storm Gvyep Asia®, page 56, Juns 29th issus,
exposes the remerksble ingermiiy of gome protagonists for discrediiing the
growing preponderance of evidence of the intzoduction, in recent years, of

Fusarium poisone (%vellow Rain")uinto Lamos and Cambodia. T em impelled
offer nmy contribution.

3
[

o

77?1)?’7'1‘/ o - . N 8 ) $ 4% 3
Fempde~Pive or so years, beginrning in 1929, of intimate concern with Indo-

L.
chinza and fo. East Asie comprised extended periods of actusl residencs snd travels
to and threoughout Vietnsm, Cambodie, Lsos gnd surrounding aress. This providsed

vide vergonsl contacls and some close relatlionships with gouvermment officiels,

health services and docltors, missiomaries, merchants, plantstion operators, £
hunters and others, Buropean and native, including contseis with Hmongs, Mecs, :

Mois end other border and jungle peoples. During all these years I, at abso-

lutely no time, heard from any one any reference nor suggesiion of enything

even vaguely suggestive of fyellow rainf. '

4nd dont discount the Laotions, Cambodians, Haoongs end others. They may be o
uniettered but they ere not duwb, In fgotl, they are smart and scuilely obzerve .
ent &£ ell things in neture surrounding them. Had enything resembling %yellow

rain® previously been present they would have carefully cbeserved it, given it

e nsme and talked sbout it in detail. 4nd they know bee excrement when they

see itl (#avivg Seév T ForR CENTURIES!) .
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One erudiie "nay sayer" even suggests that/end of the anmuel dry sesson is
e period of meximum rutritionsl stress® (4} snd people sre led %o est an
encormous varriety of foods, some of which might be moldy and cesuse illness.
Well, availability of rice and some other items fluctuates, but the jungls
effords & wide variety of edible plants, sw2ll enimals and even insscis. ¥ot
_appRiizing to us perhaps; but unicld generstions heve eatem then with gusio
and they have & very precise knovledge of which might cause sickness. It

is sbundently obvious thet ¥something new hss been added®,
¥ &
Youreg very truly,
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Mac Lesn Ulrich ™




