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Sir. T!i= Slapforb. . G r o w  , b s  now babies . o f  motbtis \r.ho .had ' bwn,:: 
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. , coll;;u+d . k t  th&r .+ rzp;ej:nu a deed, for LIP: Uni1t.i S:ntcs Gc.\.cmmcnt '. 
' . . uac urin=. . T&.scienti.tic and 1cg~l  t o  have a~nnounced jts intention to phase i 

"pinion on  tlis issue.hag,borne over- ' the u ~ c  of he,+icidcs . borii for i 
\~hdming The f& evidence that :hs . . WkJ!. t~dl  FUrpO.;es in  t lx .  Lrni1m.i I 
h%M;ib 2,J.51, was potaratial.ly .W& : Scats  and for 1:lilitary p~qmjs in I 
task ' and tmatopxki, ,because' o f .  tht .viclnam. 1 
Frwr& wi.igin it ,&. an pro-. rind yet the B:i tidi Gwcmnlenl has 
duced d G n d  a:. m f a c a r . r c  came refusqi to act wi& . rsyxrt  to , t h ~  

. a&r a .year and a.  ba.g. ago from a p W .  . 1.t still n u i i ~ t ~ i n s  that rhty*are ' 
of b M  aai&n!r jn in man-to&c to humans, and.thm€ore not 

prodssion iq  B&& and from toGT+ , bawd. :  under tile 1925 Gericva Pro: ! 

lop ia l  k M e r  .in U n i t 4  Shtcs; t 0 ~ 0 1  . ,on .CI~&=I grid B ~ O I ~ C ~  ! 
. Sim that ti=, its use h s  first b:m %apons; " +Arid . it .$tit1 . fe@ws . to j 

r s ~ i o ~  .d, w.: d C p d k  e s e d  abandon .tile use a1 thz he?btcides.'in 
r out in Vietnam, .t?c.:> " . this . countg . foi  . . a.griar'.tural, and. 1 
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. -ht ,is, .their ase! -. bi* &. .of protectin~n the 'jfvej ,and .h&le of 1 
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~ 1 , ~  --dfan., w i a t i o d  for  nlanu1f~CtLI.r~ of the cknical5!, tb& 
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ill vicinam and conduded that, q.ui.tc Y ~ U Y ,  ett.;' .-: . . . .. . C  ..- l 
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, ; ' ' Pro fessnr M. S.' hf eselson . . I . 
. ' 1' Sir. In . th&t r&dcrs'of The Tinlis h a y  1 

nut bc FarniKnr iVith the actual conclu- , 
siolls ,of. the-.AAAS (American .I\ssocia-, . 

. . tioi) for the. Advancement of Science). 
Hciiricide Cammission,. soine emendn- 
t ion 06 the referchces to the AAAS in a. 
latter 6-f 'Professor Steven: Rose and h.Ir 

.. Don .4d&rnson"(?~lay .l5) o~.defoliation 
"in Vietnam is needed. . I - . . - . . . .  I 

:: .' -Although.the MAS cornmis~ioh,nokd / 
unusually high stillbirth rates-in one i 

, province that 'had been extensively .de- 1 
T foliated, this ianhdt be .considered to 

necessarily result from the use of herbi- I 
cidiil agents.. ..Similady,. the inciease in ! 
the rate of two congenital anorndlities I 
reported by the Saigon Children's Hos-: 1 
pita1 dflring Lhe'ycars of maximum her::, 
bicide use will require much more inves- , 1 

t~gation before it can b: even r e a s o s  . I  
' ably, attributed to the effects of these ! 

, . asen ts. . . . . . .  . . 
. .  .'.Our. w~sh  to clan'fy these specific 

points does not change our concern and 
dismay at  the economical and ecologic~l I 
damrye to,Vietnam that has indubitably ! 
resulted from the use ofcheniital agens i 
whose medical effects have not been yet .,' 
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