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Dcfohants and weedlu]]er

From Professor. Steven Bose and Mr
Don Adansor: . .- .. : If- VT2 .

Stanford "Group has now
s pame to the Jist of those who
have 8 tudied. the evidence concerning
the efiiot i defoliams fn Victnam .md

Sir. 'I'h-

i «.on“u«...d that their -use represents a
.. \\.;r- cric
vpinion on this issue -hag become over-

. The - scientific and lewal

whalminz. The first evidence that the.
hvro::tdc 2,4,5T. wag potentially .both :
toxic and teratogenic, because’ of . the
presence within it of an-impurity pro-.
duced ducing its. manufacture came

-about a year and a.balf ago from
‘teports of industrial accidonts in_ its

production in Britain and from toxico- .
logical smudies ‘in the United States,

. Sinze that time, its use has first bzen

restricted -and then.‘ allegedlv phased
out in Vietnam, -met}

Evidence accumulated ovcr the past’
year has made ‘it:.faily certain that

pure 2.4,5T -and, to.a. lesser exient, '*

2,4.D are both potou/aaﬂ'y weratogenic
—that -is, -their pse:causes birth de-
forntities similar to thOse rcs‘ﬂtm" from
thalidomide. ., .

The American. Assocmuon. for the
Advancerpent of Science made a
study of . the.. effects—of- defoliation
in Vicinam and concluded that, quite

apart from. the long-term ecolo;,x\.al‘-..'
. consequences  of destroym"
- swamp and. eropland, there ' bad. been.:-

forest,”

significant increases ‘ip tie- numbers of,
daformed and stidborm., .childran in
defoiiaied regions of., Sounh Vietnam.
. At one pomt, the Saigon rammx: placed

M.m December to inve

- ouL
- agricultural purpoies in the.

- . .

stigate the LJ
of the defoliants,
babies .of mathers
sprayed whilst pregnant:
clinical evidence, whilst cr;umshn*ul .
is compehing, Compeiling encuyh,
deed, for the United States Gen.mm\.nt R
to have announced jts intention to phuse
the use of hedbicides - borh for
Unltcd
States and for military purposes in
Victnam.

And yet the British Government has
refused to act with- respect to  these
agents. - It still maintains that theyiare |
non-toxic to humans, and - therefore not F
banned; under the 1925 Geneva Pro-]
tocol --on Chefmcal and Biological
Weapous: “-And -it ‘stiHl - refuses - 104
abandon . the use of the herbickdes 'in
this - country - for ~ agncu‘-mral and.
forestry -purposes. Is it not tink, in the |

: ,:lﬂtcrals both of remedying the GO\em-_l

meni's nossensical international posi- L
tioa on the defolants as weapons and

--of protecting tie lives ‘and -health of |
-agricultural and fotestry workers (and
xrdustr.al workers:

in .the
that

-invoived
manufacture of the chemicals),

. posiiive action was mken on both these-

points ? . =l
Youms, e, -:- i
STE,VEN RObf: Prof«.nor ‘of ,
I
i

Biolcgy: |
-DON ADA\I&O\I Senior V1smng

Leoturer in Biolegy

»

. The Opesd Um\\mt\
-Walton Hail, Walton.

Blctcnl»v Buck m‘ham‘url. R

a security ban on tm. release of their !

figures..

“One of us on a visit to Hawot °

saw the: d\-ﬁ.‘"hﬂC\J .
who ‘had’ been;,
Thus " the *

% R
- Defoliants in Vietnam

~+From
" Professor M. S. Meselson

" Sir, In thit feaders of The Times may |
not be familiar with the actual conclu- |

"in Vietnam is needed, .
ol -Although.the AAAS commtss:on nokd
: unusually Righ stillbirth- rates-in one

" cida] agents.:

: pomts does not change our concern and

“Harvard Medical Sehool -
M. S-MESELSON, ProE:.s:or otholonr—*“-
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Professor J. D." Constable and-

sivns of the<AAAS (American Associa-
tiod for the - Advancement of Science).
Herbicide Commission, . some emenda-
tion OF the refercaces to the AAAS inas
Lt(cr of. Professor Steven: Rose and Mr
Don Adxmsen’ ‘(May 15) ou defolmnou

province that had been extensively -de-
foliated, this cannot bé.considered to
ne«.e;sanly result from the use of herbi-
~Similady,. the increase in
the rate of two congenital anomalities
reported by the Saigon Children’s Hos-.
pital during the’years of ma\xmum her-,
bicide use will require much more inves-
tigation before it can b= even reasoa- .

' ably attnbutcd to thc effects of these |
-aszcnts

CQure wnsh to clanfy these specific

dismay at the economical and ecological
damage to Vietnam that has indubitably
resulted from the use of chemical agents
whose medical effects have oot beeu yet .

adequately cvalunted e ST L

Yours ctc,
JOHN D. CONSTABLE Profcssor of

Surgery,

Hurvard University, i

. _Cumbridge, Mussachusells, ;






