PROGRAM IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND SOCIETY : - CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
E51-107

December 1, 1981

Prof. Matthew Meselson
Biochemistry Lab

7 Divinity Avenue
Room 363

Harvard University
Cambridge, Mass. 02138

Dear Prof. Meselson:

Here are some materials that should be of interest to you. The master's
thesis has been gathering dust in my files since I wrote it in the late six-
ties: I doubt if you'll léarm anything startlingly new from it, but 'you still
might want to glance at it, just to make sure.

The handwritten letter from my grandfather was sent to me while T was in the
process of writing the master's thesis (the letter is dated February 22, 1967).
I did talk with Joel Hildebrand as my grandfather suggested; -although the con-
versation didn't reveal any earthshaking evidence on the subject of World

War I chemical warfare, it did give me a chance to meet a cordial person and
distinguished chemist. As you can tell from my grandfather's letter, I had
particularly queried him on the private, ethical concerns of scientists who
might be involved with such work. This was the sixties, remember! I might
add that although my grandfather had no regrets or ‘guilts about his role in
World War I, I'm not so sure the same is true of his work on the atomic bomb

in World War II (I've enclosed an obituary to give you some background on this).

I think that work may have troubled him in his old age. My husband, a student
of Doc's, recalls that someone at MIT once referred to Doc as ''the person who
made World War II possible.'" 1In this case the person was referring not to the
Manhattan Project but to fluid-bed catalytic cracking which made possible the
efficient production of high octane aviation fuels (see the obituary again).
My grandfather told me several times that at one point during the Battle of
Britain tankers carrying aviation fuel from South America would dock at Liver-
pool and the gasoline would be pumped directly into the tanks of RAF airplanes
which would then take off to engage the Germans.

The last item is a fragment of an Army publication The Retort dated sometime
in 1918--1 must have come across this clipping in his papers after his death
‘(my grandmother was the one who would have saved something like this). If
you could get the whole publication, you would undoubtedly learn some things!
It must be on file somewhere, I also xeroxed the back,—-because the list of
names and sections could well be of interest to you. o
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'I'11 also dash off a note to my uncle Clay Lewis to see what information or sug-
gestions he might have on the topic. He has a phenomenal memory, so I'm hopeful
he'll have some further ideas for you: if so, I'll pass them on.

It was a pleasure to hear your talk and to enjoy your company at dinner after-
wards. T hope our paths will cross again sometime in the future.

Sincerely, :
Rosalind H. Williams
Research Fellow
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