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Sir,-W!*hopc that  it will n k b c  
hken , .. ,if. ., t ~ , . '  
acadcmcs amirne'nt :an thd 'recent 
statement by the  Foreign Secretary 
o n  the applica.biiity of the  Geneva 
P r o t o c d  of 1925 to tear gas. T h e  
United States Senate is abou t  to con- 
sider whether to give i t s  consent to 
'the rati.fication of  the Protocol, '  and 
o n e  of  thc cetitral questions that will 
have to be considered by the  Senate 
is whether the use o f  irri tant 
cheniicals, such a s  tear gas, is ex- 
cluded by this treaty. T h e  correzt 
interpretation of the Protoccjl is thus 
of sh,ared concern to o u r  two 
countries. 

Reca.liling that the British Govcm- 
ment held in 1330 that tear gases are 
prohibited by the Protocol, Mr. Ste- 
wart said that modern technology has 
producccl tcar gases such as CS which 
he considered to be less toxic than 

1 tliose known then. CS and such gases, 
Ire said, accordingly fall outside the 
scope of tlie Geneva Protocol. 

Ncitlicr tllc Ianguagc of tllc G~IIC\ , : I  I Pro'tocol nor previoi~s statemenu hy 
1.11~ I31,itish Govcrtirnc~~t affc>rd :111!. 

h:csis for n clistinction be~\secn morc 
tu\ic tcar gases prohibitccl by the 
Protocol nrld lcss tosic 6:1.\cs nut so 
l~rohibitcd. 'Thc opcralisc \~1.1rtls or tllc 
I'rotocol :(re comprel~cn~isc  i l l  .;cc?pc: 
rile partics agree to rcrraill froln " Ihe 
use in n.ar 01' :~~pIi!.\i:cti~lg. ptlis011t~trs 
Ijr o ~ l ~ c r  gascs ". Bot11 hIr. U:cltci~i and 
hlr. A. Henderson in reply to Parlia- 
n ia ikry  questions in 1930 s,laled cate- 
gorically thnt tcar gates are prohibltcd 
under the Protocol (Hansard for Feb- I ruar!. 18 and Novelnber 24. 1930). 

In  a 'memorandum on chemical war- 
fare presented by the Delegation of 
the United Kingdom to the Prepara- 

1 tory Conferencc for the Disnmia- 
I ment Conference 011 November 18, 

1930, the nritisli Gosernnlent took the 
j view that The use i n  n.;lr of ' o~l icr  ' 

eases. inclucling lacrymaton- ,; . " ISCS. \v:1s 
j proliibited ". At thc Preparatory 

Conference itself. the British view was 
endorsed by all the delesations wh,ich , 
spol;e to tlie question. with the esccp- I 
tion of that of tlic U~lited States-then ! 
~tnd now not a party lo tllc Protucol. 
Nu drlcgatiorz based its opposition to 
tear ~s i)11 a h*iief t t~at  ilt n,ipht b: 
harmful to hcalth. The United States 
delegate staled that tear gas c : ~ ~ ~ s c d  
" 110 rcal s~ril'cring o r  permanent disa- 
bility ". Tosicity wils not at that tinic 
considrrcd to bc the issue, wli:lteycr 
n ~ ~ y  bc our siciss un tI1i11 questri)n 
today. 

'I'lic chief hazard iri usirlg irrit:ctlt i 
gas In war is that it nb:uidons t l ~ c  i 
i~lliqye arld simple stand:ird O F  "no  ; 
gas . It spoils cii:uices for a uniform 
understanding on where we hold tile 
line. I t  slinllrlates lililitary intercst In 
gas warfitre in nlany co~lntries. creat- 
ing prcssurc I'or tlie acqtlisitinli of 
chemical waapoila \ihcre there liatl 
beet1 litrlc or 111rr1c bcrcirtf. And it 
favours Lhc i\pplic:tlio~l L)(' cxisti~ig slid 
f~lturc knowletlgc in biochemistry nnd i 
medicinc to n~ilit;u!. purposes. openin? 
L I P  :I tlcw clirncnsitjn oS ~v;~rF ;~ rc  tll:it 
trther\visc miglll hc kept clostxl. 

\Vc can untlcrstand thi~t n _rrc;tt deal 
0;' I I I C  sur'rcrll ;clr)scrrl ah0111 [ear !;I.$ 

ariscs out uf i t 5  use ill tlo~ncstic 
tlisordcrs i n  thc I:niterl St;ltcs ail11 i l l  
Norther11 1 1 i d  T-ltl\vcvcr. lllc 
Gcncva I'TII~I>CUI has rlu!llinp to do 
nil11 lhc Ilse 111 €:I? In clo~ilcstic 
tlist~rrh:lnccs. as i t  applies by its tcrlns 
unl!. lo " u,:cr " and  '' \ \ :~r l ;~rc  ". 

JZuurs r;iithfuII!. 
h1. 5. \1ESEJ..SOS. 
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