
Dear Henry, 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE BI()LOGICAL LABORATORIES 

16 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 

14 March 1980 

The enclosed article by Robinson and me "l,;qill appear in 
next mon~h r s Scientific JlJD.erican. 'l'here is so much mis­
information circulating about the subject of chemical 'i..zeapons 
that, even \.;ri thout access to classified material",we thought 
we would make a positive contribution. 

I do not see J..7. S. procurE;ment of ac1di tiona 1 chemical 
'Vleapons t bina.ry or not" as an effective cou.nter to Soviet 
chemicals 1 given T'I7est German um'li11ingness to integrate 
chemicals into their forces and given some of Jche !:1iliaary 
characteristics of chemical ~'leapons and chemical protective 
equipment discussed in our papaiE. On tIle basis of the bi­
lateral chemical arr.1S control ttalks a.ast August and before 
the Soviet invasion of JI.fghanistan; I though-:::' there v!as reason 
to be mic1ly optimis-t.ic about chemri:cal arms control. Defense 
Department members of the chern.ieal 'l;lQrking group tVere similarly 
encouraged. When U.S.···Soviei:: relat.ions a.re on a :r:ore even keel 
again, I hope t_l1at chemical arms control ,tIill continue to fin¢l 
favor in the bye governments. 

As you know f molecular biology is goin@ 'chrousrh another 
peale of exci-t.ing developmen·t.s ( a1-;::h09911. ao far a!3.ej:halteaEainly 
inexplicable disco"\teries revealed by pmverful ne'iil techrdques. 
'l'he ne'.r1 insights and generalizations have yet to come. I .still 
spend most of !lay 'i/70rking time in research and teaching. A few 
i,-leeks ago ~'le bought from Harvard the little brick house on 
Kirkland Place where the Shulmans used to live behind the 
Semitic iYlusaem and we are expanding it to accomoo.ate our in­
creasingly active daughters, now aged eight and nine. 

With warm regards, 

as ever, 

Matthew Heselson 

Encl. 




