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Dear Bill, 
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Eere is a copy of our CW article vihich vd11 appear in 
Scientific American in a few days. 

I r:.otice on pC.<:!e 69 of rJe\11Svleek for £vIc.reh 10 that Colonel 
Bobby Robinson ,isarrent chief of i:he CheI':lical Corps { sa.ys the 
Soviets have a cc"pc-bili ty to conduct ext.ensive chemical irJarfare 
for at leas"t thirty days. If Net"rm1eek is accurate f this is 1 so 
far 2;S ! knOTt! 1 i:he first !lv.r::erical estiHiJ:ate of the Sovi~ 
offensive capability to cor::.e cut of tIle Defense Department in 
about ten years. It soygdstlHaatitfcdlhei:ebestae current een­
firmed esti:aate. 'l'hirty days! ~'!orth 1J!ould be a.bout t'lilice whc.t 
~ve have in Gerwany anc' very much less thant 'tvh2.t is presently 
stocked in t~e u.s. In the S8.me pan;oqrC"ph, hcwever, Nei,,TSweek 
repeats an estimate publisl'!ed in their. 11 Febru.ary issue irlhich 
quotes IJt. CoL Ga.ry ?ifreffd 'wri tir::.g in the December issue of 
Army. Col. Eifreed states that "the total cma.n·ti ties of chemi­
cal agents held by the Soviets is approximately 350,000 tone 
contrasted i;¥ith 42,000 tons in the u.s. stockpile.!' A.ctually, 
he is about ricrh __ t on the u. S. stockpile but mss fiaure for the ... ~ - ... ~ 
Soviets strains the imagination since it v,70uld. i:rrrply something 
like 3.5 million tons of. filled chemical weapons I enouqh for 
about ten years of hard chemical warfare, not the thir1:Y da.ys 
attributed to Colonel Robinson. ¥\1hat all this means is "that 
there are a lot of phony numbers floating around .and a lot of 
gros's misinformation thatca.n do no one any good • 

.. , I will be away from Cambrid.ge next week and then closeted 
the following vleek writing a revie'iq ppper but I lock fOr'vlard to 
seeing :you whenever a.fter that is best for you. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Meselson 

Encl .. 




