
Doctor MatthevoT Meselson 
Biology Department 
HarVard T.redical School 
Campridge, ]'Iassachusetts 02138 

Dear Doctor Meselson:, 

2133 Bellamah Drive 
Las Cruces~ New Mexico 88001 
18 February 1980 

I am respect:fully requesting your assistance on a matter 
of grave concern in regards to my husband. We'feel that my 
husband was a victim of inv01unt?-rjr exposure of' toxic chemical (s) 
'while serving in the U. S. Army. To date, our a:ttempts -to find 
the ans-wers have been futile. 'We do not seek retribution, we 
only seek'solutions to the living hell my husband has been fo1"'­
c?d to live in. Any help you can supply will be eternally app­
Y;'eciated ~ . 

Thefoll'o"Vling :isa:sequenceoJ:'e'vents that has effected 
my husbands life since 1964: 

Durlng the time ·:frameof :November' 1964 thru June of 1965 
me husbana. •. was the Commanding Officer of A Company, lstB2, tt­
alio1'l, 67th Armor, 2nd Armor Division,"Fort Hood, Texas. ~~Jhile 

comducting·tank~company field training,' he was subjected to' a 
possible CBR(gas) training attack or a possible II covert ex­
perimental n testing of chemical· agents.o He."t'ras H doused n 

with a c6emical(gas) dispensed from ?- military 3/4tontruck, 
the chemical (gas) was odorless, colorles,sanct tasteless. lIe· 
had severe burnj:ng o:f the nasal passage, throat 'andlul}gS. In 
using his protective mask,' 1,\rhich is designed to.relieve_ the 
effects of a CEE attack, only increased. the " severi ty. He '\r'laS 

blindedf6r a period of 20 minutes and haddiffiiulty in breath­
ing. Once the effects of the chemical (gas) had disapated,.he 
then took up v.rhere he had left off as if nothing had happened, 
even though ear11_er on h,? had felt he i'laS in (3. life threaten,:", 
ingsi tuation.. ~:o this date· he has been unable to io-entify 

. this chemical(gas) in spite of exte.nsive CBRtraining and 
scr:woling. - No army prescribed methods tcHJght to combat a, CBR 
attack vrere of any value.. His subsequent· assingment to Viet 
Nam in Diarch of 1966and .. probable exposu~"eto mCH'8.chemicals 
( Agent Orange, \ilhi te and Blue, r':Iatathion and DDT ) we be1::l-eve 

. has had flIrtb.eradverse effects' on his heal th~ 
, . 

As a:result of his exposure to chemicals he is suffering 
a bizarrE1'pattern of maladj_es. The symptom§ are cyclical and 
have sUb{;iey increased in severity. VIe have f.ound that his 
condi tiori' resembles other' eJ~-mili tary per$onne1 VTho served in 
Viet Nam,.the only difference. seems to be in the severity of 
my husbands neurologicaT'deg'eneration. He has been diagnosed 
as suffering from a toxic-organic cerebral syndrome, denoted 
by persoIiali ty changes, impairment of memory, slight tendency 
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tovlards confusion~ and depression. The type of memory bloc.h:: 
that he ShOV'lS is not characte·ristic. of that due to aIlxiety or 
functional disorder, he reaches for words which are lost to 
him~ in the nature as someone I;~rho has recovered or is recover­
ing from' aphasia.; according to Doctors that he had been see­
ing prior to our moving to Nev! I\1exico, for his health. ~L'he 
cold Winters of the North East seemed to be causing him to 
become worse. We hope the climate here will help him. 

~o,Thile on the way to r·feVT Mexico the vleek of 20 January 1980 
\;1[e hearq a 5 minute segment on radio by ldal tel"" Cronlci te, he \lJas 
reporting on the use of nerve gases by the Russians in. lligan­
istan. In the report he said that this 'Vlas not the first re­
ported use of nerve gases in recent years, that the South Viet­
namese Army had been accused of using a similar, less letheal, 
nerve gas during our countries involvement. The effects dis­
cribed in that report \~lere those experienced by my husband in 
the CDR attack that took place at Fort Hood. 

The fo110'vTing is. a list of s:ymptoms as they occured since 
the first e:X"Posure and his return from '"{iet Naill: 

1965-- Personality change (apathy) , confusion, inability 
to memorize) hearing loss, memory loss. 

196qr; Tumor, stomach pains (severe )'i j oint pains, inabil­
ity to concentrate, severe wieght loss. 

1967- headaches, vision problems. 
19697':' ,:Reduced auto-immune system, fatigue, sensi tivi ty 

to the sun. 
197d);:;;':.;TJpc6ntrollable teiI4')e.r., drowsiness, loss of balance, 

slurred spe13ch,.. 
197:linthi"u 1975- Loss of .co-ordination, numbness ,in arms 

and ~~egsr'''Bnl,arged liver" inabi.li ty to tolerate mild cold 
weather,3sensitive skin, red blotches, blisters. 

1975 r to Present- Blurred vision, flashes of light in the 
eyes, bri,ttle and cracked nails, dj.zzy spells, and blLeeding 
gums wi th:'loss of teeth. 

Are :YCl1_1: aviare of any chemical agent(gas) that \~T0u.ld cause 
the problems my husband is experiencing? Do you, know of any 
testing pr6bedures that itlOUld be able to detect and identify 
the chemical he ·WB.S expose to? If \,'le v·rere able to identify 
the chemi:Caland if what vresusp ec t is true, is ~there any way 
of rever~ing the effects , or retard the degeneration? Would 
you have any way of knowing L[ the Army or Departmen.t of DBfense 
were testing nerve gases for use by the South Vi~tnamese Army 
for use in Viet Ham Conflict? 

Thank you fol'" your time and consideration, I pray that 
you ,\·\ril1 be able to give l1S some answers. 

Sincerely, 

1t'l~~ 
r.,'Iary Hondi tch 




