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FORUM OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES ON -
RESEARCH WITH RECOMBINANT - DNA
' 7 9 MARCH 1977

Summary'Report of WdrkshOp 6

Dr. Matthew Meselson,vchairmah

1. The workshop took note of the fact that anyCUSe of recombinant
"DNA technology for military purposes is prohibited by the Blologl—

cal Weapons Conventlon of 1972 'UDWthh the Unlted States is a party.‘

2. The workshop also took note of the fact that in 1973 the
Administration submitted to the Congress a bill to have the pro-
visions of the Biological Weapons Convention 1mplemented as domestlc
law. No leglslatlve action was taken. -

3. The general view of the workshop was that recombinant DNA
technology does not offer any ready means for the development of
weapons by terrorists. The view was also expressed, however, that
terrorists might attempt to create fear by threats 1nvolV1ng the
~use of such technology. : »

4. The_workshop endorsed .the principle of-opennese and freedom of-h

information to avert the mis-application of recombinant DNA technology.




