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The opportunity to testify at tile nearing on the 1925 
Geneva Protocol and the b2.cteriological Convention On December· 10, .. 
1974 is greatly appreciated. I would like now, after a chance for 
a little reflection, to offer some comments on the Presidentls 
proposed policy; as presented by Dr. Fred C. Ikle, Director of the 
Arms Control and Disarmament ,4gency. 

First~ the Administration is to be commended for defining a 
mas t reasonab 1 e and genera·lly acceptab 1 e set of d rcwnstahces unde~~ 
which riot control agents and herbicides would be considered for use 
by Armed Forces of the United States. There is little reason to 
quarrel with this proposed U.S. policy,although some of the language· 
could be made clearer. 

It seems of major Significance to point outth~t virtually 
all of the uses of riot c,jntro1 agents and herbicides by U.S .. Armed 
Forces in Vietnam Vlou-ld nQ'l! be excluded by the proposed neldU.S. policy. 
Thus, there is virtually no use as a military weapon 1fJhich vlOuld 
remain open to the U.S. F~.":es. . 

One, therefore, mus twonder \'/ha t purpose; s served by Admini - . 
stration resistance to removing the exclusion of riot .control agents 
and herbicides from the Protocol, esoecially in view of the 111any 
seri ous danGers such an i ~-:2r'Jretati on Dr'eS12ilts for undermi hi ng the 
broad purpo~es of the 1925 Ge~eva Proto~ol.· . 

It seems evident th2.t the issue raised by Senato'r Humphrey~ 
the personal concern of the mil itary offi cers who authQrized use of 
t l -1.. .. 11 ~ • h .. ..t.., .. f f '..L .. ..L.h "1. T .. .. .1.. nese aaent-s lD Vle-cnam, ,--.av lJe a en L.1Cai aCt-or 1i1 Li e Aamln1s(..ra-. 
tionls ~osition. It seers ~o me that it would indeed be tragic if a 
concern of such fleeting Significance \;lould serve as the basis for 
permanently weakening a tY'eatyof such long-tel~m importance .as the 
1925 Geneva Protocol. 



---- - - --~---- ----------------------~-------------------~-----

The Honorable J. ltiil1iam FujJtight -2- December 10, 1974 

I would urge that the Committee on Foreign Reiations take 
action consistent viith Ion; range United States interests and 
principles and recommend to the Senate that it give its advice and 
consent ~o ratification of the Geneva Protocol of 1925, without th~ 
Administration's proposed clause excluding riot control agents and -
herbicides. The Pres_iden~ eouid thenstill announce his interpreta­
tion of this action in t2r:-::s of the proposed policy of the United 
States regarding permitted uses of herbicides and of riot control 
_agents for saving lives. Such ~on-wea~on uses wbuld oeeansidered to 
be outside the scope of the ?rotoco1. The Committee could, in fact, 
encourage the President to thus c1arify this particular issue. 

ltIhile the above is an expression Of my personal views, I would 
1 i ke to emphasize that they.are offered in the context of extendi ng 
and reinforcing the P·.meriean Chemica1Society1 s offi_cfcil 'j:{ositfon- of 
fun SUDDort for immediate Dassaae of Senate Resolution- 48, and thus 
for rat~~ication of the 1925 S2n~va Protocol with the-understanding 
thati t covers all chemi c2.1weapons.· . -. 
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