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December 11, 1974

‘The Honorable J. William Fu?bright‘v'
Chairman

Copmittee on Fora1rn Re]cvﬁﬂqs

~United States Senate

hasnington, D.C. 20310'

Dear Senator- u?bright.

hﬂ opporuunwpy to testify at the hearing on the 1925 ~
- Geneva Protocol and the Bacteriological Convention on December 10, .
1974 1is greatly appreciated. I would Tike now, after a cnancn Tor.
a little reflection, to offer some comments on.the Prasident PRI
proposed policy, as presented by Dr. Fred C. Ik?_, Director of the . =~ -
' hrﬁs Control and ‘Disarmament Agency. ' e '
O First, the Administration is-
- most reasonable and generziiy accep
which riot controil agents and herbi i
by Armed Forces of the United State he
quarrel with this proposed U.S. policy, alth ng some GF the laﬂgbacﬁ
‘could be made clearer. L -
‘ It seems of major significance to point out that virtually
all of the uses of riot control agents and herbicides by U.S. Arme I
Forces in Vietnam would now De excluded by the proposed new .S, pollcy R
Thus, there is virtuy a!?/ no use as a military weapon whi h Jou?d el

remain open- LO the J S.

nder what. purpese 1s sarved by Hdﬂ1ﬂ1—7

One, therefore, must wo g
stration resistance to removing the exclusion of riot control agents -
and herbicides from the Protocol, especialiy in view of the many L
seriouys dangers such-an ir~tzroretation presents for ur: emm1n3nn the .
broad purposes of tha 1325 Zeneva Protecol : PR

It seems {he issue ra ISQd Dy Se nafor Humphrey,

.the personal co military officers who authorized use of
these agents in be a critical factor in L%e_hamzn;sb a~
tion's position. to me that it would indeed be tragic if a
oncern oF such gniticance would serve as the basis for
permanently weak: treaty of such TOﬁg—Lc:h imporiance as the
1925 Geneva Proto ‘ ' ‘ o
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,.hero1c:des.
“tion of this action in ter:

ot ~h ol et
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The Honorable J. William Ful

I'would urge thai'th
n

~action consistent with-lon

principles and recommend to
con>ent LO rat1r1cab1on of

The P(‘ .>'Idc: C

States regarding permitted

agents for saving lives. Su

isright ,~2- December 10, 1974

2 Co mm?tiee on For 1gﬂ Rejations take
ange United States interests and

the Sﬂnate that it glve its advice and

the Ceneva Protocol of 1925, without the
lzuse excluding riot contr ol agents and
couid tn en :Ll?] announce his interpreta-
s of the progosed policy of the United
usas of herdicides and of riot control

n

non-weapon uses would be considered to

" be outside the st tnz Protocol. The C OWTTIL» .could, in fact,
~encourage the Pfes1dent to thus c?arirj h particular issue,
While the above is an e>: ession of Wy nersonal xx ews, 1 wouid
ike to emphasize that they are ¢ffered in Lﬂe context of extending
nd reinforcing the American Chemical Society's officia 1. position of =~
ull support Tor immediats aassag of Senate Resolution 48, and thus ““
or ratification of the 1523 Geneva P ﬂuocol with tne,u der stand1ng
hat it covers all chemical wezpons. ‘

Sincerely yours, = 77 3






