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In a September 15, 1970 letter addressed to you from the 1970Presiderit 
of the American Chemical Society, Dr. Byron Riegel, the actions of the 
Society's Board of Directors and Council \'lith regard to ratification of the . 

. Geneva Protocol of 1925 were enumerated.' The reso 1 uti on that reversed the 
---long-standing opposition of the American Chemical Society to ratification of 

the Geneva Pt~otoco 1 of 1925 passed the Board of Di rectors -on September 13, 
1970 and the Council on September 15, 1970. It reads as follows: 

_ WHEREAS the Board of Directors and the Council of the 
American Chem; ca 1 Sod etyat its 160th Nat; ona 1 l"leeti ng in 
Chicago, September 13-18, 1970, thoroughly considered the 
Geneva Protocol relative to Chemical and Biological Warfare -

.and the position of the President of the United States' 
recently requesting Senate ratification of same, now therefore: 

BE IT RESOLVED That the Board of Directors and Council 
of the American Chemical Society support the recent action 
of the President of the United States in submitting to the 
United States Senate for ratification the Geneva Protocol of 
1()'I£:;: ~"""!'"'lh-1h':+";~rt ~-h,~ I~C:Q A4= ,:"~V'\h\!,,,,; ..... +~~('! r-'Ol-('"f\f:."uc- (i~ r:+h.o.Y' 
i ..... 4.-_ t-'I 'vl1 .. ~i ...... ,,!:1 ""1\ .... ",...J_ Vi U..;)"""J.I·IO.'Uy,,j~~, t-' ...)vdv..J ....... , VV'~_1 

gases, and of bacteriological methods of warfare, ~nd urge 
the United States Senate to ratify the Protocol; the Board of 
Directors and Council of the American Chemical Society note 
further that this resolution supersedes a contrary resolution 
on the Geneva Protocol which was adopted by the Council of 
the Arnerir:an Chemica"! Society on August 3, 1925. 

That resolution, of course, supports President Richard M. Nixon's 
submission of the Geneva Protocol of 1925 for the advice and consent of 
the Senate to ratification. Sillce the Geneva Protocol was transmitted with. 
the report of the Secretary of State which set forth understandings and a -
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reservation with .respect to the Protocol, the ACS Joint Board-Counci1 Com­
mntee on Chemi stry and ~ub 1 i c Affai rs deliberated at several executive 
sessions earlier this year on \~h!:.ther .tl).~.$._Q~t~.ty.,~,~.d. gg-'J..?_.f~r __ e~g~.9.!l_.5n 
th.~_.tx~SQltJtJon. The renewed interest of the Committee on Chemistry and 
Pub1ic Affairs on behalf of the Society was prompted especially by President 
Ri chard M. Nixon I s understand; ng that the Protocol dQ_e-.S __ o.Qt-P-t..QJltoit __ tbe_JJse 
.i n war of ri ot-contro 1 agents and chemi ca 1 herbi ci des, or of weapons uti 1 i zi ng 
smoke, frame-or napaim. '.... .' ..... , ... '.. ..' ......... '., . ": .' 

During its deliberations, the ACS Committee on Chemistry and Public 
Affairs reviewed your letter of April 15, 1971 to President RichardM. Nixon 
on behalf of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations which fol1owed hearings 
on the Protocol i n ~1arch 1971 and requested that the P-resi dent reconsider the 
Administration's interpretation that the Protocol does not prohibit the use 
of tear gas and herbicides in warfar~. Attention eventually focused on endorse­
ment of Sena.te Reso 1 utiQn 48, reintroduc.ed by Senator Hubert H'. Humphrey; 'as a 
means of both clarifying .the Society1s position with regarc,! to the Protocol 
and encouraging ~reinterpretation Of the Administration·s position. Thus~ the 
Board of Directors of the Amet~ican Chemical Society took the following action 
at its meeting on June 1, 1973: .' -

VOTED, with one dissent, on recommendation of the Committee 
on Chem'istry and Public Affairs, that the American Chemical 
Society endorse Senate Resolution 48, a resolution to register 

. the support of the Uni ted States Senate f~rapprpva.1 wi th?,l:tt 
qualification the Geneva Protocol on the use of chemical and 
biologftalY1~apons lrl'war-fare, .thus reaffi rmi rig . the Soclety's 
support in 1970 of ratification of the Geneva Protocol, but 
without ,t~e r~sefYCl,tioJl~. then"expressed jn"tL"ie.Adrrri.nistration's 
recommendation~ . 

Subsequently, at its meeting' on Tuesday, August 28, 1973, th"e.,., .. ~.Q\1.ri.c;-q of the. 
American Chenrical Society endOr$~.9J:he June 1, 1973 action of the Board of 
Directors with regard to Senate Resolution 48. 

I wish to express to you and the Senate Committee on Fore-ign Relations 
the interest of the American Chemical Society in any forthcoming hearings on 
Sena,te Resolution 48) \'/11; ch v/e understand are now pend; ng before the Subcom­
mittee on Arms Control, International Law and Org!,-nization. It is the Society's 

\ ,.\ " hope '~ilaL the~e wn 1 be a.l"! .. opportuni ty atthose_hearings._.to present a detai -j ed 
. '''" policy st"ateme'nt oji -raTification of the Geneva Protocol of -1925 . .in support of 

/ the paSsag~'of S~nate Resolution 48. . ' 
. , .,. '-. . . . .. .' ,. -' ~'.' .,. .... .". :.-;-

. I would like to add that the Society's interest in chemicafand biological 
weaponry is not restricted to the Geneva Protocol of 1925. The ACS Committee 
on Chemistry c:nd Public Affairs has begun initial planning jointly with the 
Scientists· Committee on Chemical and Biological Warfare fo~ a symposium on the 
broacLi.ssuesinvolving .. chemical·'and biological vIeaponry. The symposium will be 
a~~rt of a continuing program of symposia and public. affairs topics to be held 
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at the Society's National Meetings, and is to be held at the 167th National Meet­
: ing in Los Angeles 5 California in the. spring of 1974. 

So that you might place the actions of the American Chemical Society in 
proper perspective, I should mention that it is a member organization, with no 
chem; ca 1 or other campani es as members, consi sting of approximately 1 O~_JWD_tDgj­
vi.dLtq L cD.emi s ts a.nd chemi. cQ.l,engineer$".refl ecti ng a broad spectr'um of engagement 

. in academic, governmental and industrial professional pursuits. About 70% of ou~ 
'. members are employed by industry, about 20% by academi c institutions, and 10% by" 
government and nonprofit institutions. The American Chemical Society was founded 
in 1876 and chartered by an act of Congress in 1937 as a nonprofit, scientific 
and educational organization. Its Federal incorporation replac~d a New York 
State Charter which had been effective since November 9,:1877. Under its National 
Charter the Society is charged with the responsibility to work for the advance- . 
ment~ in the broadest a.nd most li:bera1 manner, of chemistry~ "thereby fostering 
the public welfare and education, aiding the development of our country's indus-

. tries, and adding to the material prosperity and happiness of our people. 1I Also, 
the Charter imposes an obligation on the Society to provide assistance to the 
Government in matters of national cohcern related to its'areas of competence. The 
ACS Committee on Chemistry and Public Affairs was established in 1965 as a joint 
lIpo1i:cy" committee of the Board of Directors and the Council to consider policy 
questions in pub1ic affairs areas and also to provide guidance on public issues 
to the Htechni ca 1 II commi ttees of the Sod ety . .. 

Again, I wish to express to you the interest of the American Chemical Society· 
in ratification of the Geneva Protocol without qualification and the Society 1 s 
desir.e for the opportunity.to present i.ts views. on_ the.subject. aL.any f().rthcoming .. 
hearings onSena teRes'o lilti 00'48. . ... . . . 

cc: Senator Edmund S. Muskie, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Arms Control, . 
International Law and Organization 
of the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations 

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey 

Sincerely yours, 

OL~:~.~ 
Alan C. Nixon 

.. President 
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