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The Honorab?e J W1711am Fu?br1ght R f
- Chairman . . = L wa.,‘;,u- S
- Committee on Foreign Re]atxons e el fn. i

- United States Senate _
- Washington, D.C. 20510 '

. Dear Senator Fu]brlght .  .“ fi”_ "J', ﬂﬂl, e T

In a Septembﬁr 15, 1970 1egter addressed to you from the 1970 PTGSTdQHV

' of the American Chemical Society, Dr. Byron Riegel, the actions of the

“Society's Board of Directors and Council with regard to ratification of the

" Geneva Protocol of 1925 were enumerated.  The resolution that reversed the

- Tong-standing opposition of the American Chemical Scciety to ratification of -~
the Geneva Protocol of 1925 passed the Board of Directors on September 13, - ..

1970 and the Council on September 15, 1970. It reads as follows:

o WHEREAS the Board of Directors and the Council of the.
American Chemical Society at its 160th National Meeting in -
- Chicago, September 13-18, 1970, thoroughly considered the
.-+ Geneva Protocol relative to Chemical and Biological Warfare
- .and the position of the President of the United States . 1
recently requesting Senate ratification of same, now therefore: o

BE IT RESOLVED That the Board of Directors and Council
of the American Chemical Society support the recent action
of the President of the United States in submitting to the -
United States Senate for rati.ication the Geneva Protocol of

INDE mambks kT $-i ~dS
1228 & :A.uiv‘ng the use of asphyxiating, poisoncus or other

gases, and of bactericlogical methods of warfare, and urge _
the United States Senate to ratify the Protocol; the. Board of . -
Directors and Council of the American Chemical Soc1ety note
further that this resolution supersedes a contrary resolution
on the Geneva Protocol which was adopted by the Council of ’

the Amer1raﬂ Chemical §0c1etv on Aucust 3, 1925,

That reso]utlon of course, supports President R1chard N N1xon B
submission of the Geneva Protocol of 1925 for the advice and consent of
the Senate to ratification. Since the Geneva Protocol was transmitted with,

the report of the Secretary of State which set forth understgndigg§;and a

¢
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reservat1on with respect to the Protocol, the ACS Joint Board Council Com—
mittee on Chemtstry and Public Affairs de11berated at several executive '
sessions earltier this year on whether the Society had gone far enough in
that resolution. The renewed interest of the Committee on Chemistry and
public Affairs on behalf of the Society was prompted especially by President

Richard M. Nixon's understanding that the Protocol does not prohibit the use

in war of riot-control agents and chem1ca1 herbicides, or. of weapons ut1]141ng e

smoke, TTame or napalm

Dur1ng its de?:berat1ons, the ACS Comm1faee on Chem1sL&y and Pubilc
Affairs reviewed your Tetter of April 15, 1971 to President Richard M. Nixon

on behalf of the Senate Committee on Fore1gn Relations which followed hearings -

on the Protocol in March 1971 and requested that the President reconsider the
.Adm1n1stratlon s interpretation that the Protocol does not prohibit the use

tear gas and herbicides in warfare. Attention eventually focused on endorse- LT

ment of Senate Resolution 48, reintroduced by Senator Hubert H. Humphrey; &s a
means of both clarifying the Society's position with regard to the Protocol

and encourag*ng a re1nterpreaatxon of the Administration's position. Thus, the
Board of Directors of the American Chemical 5001ety ‘took the fo]?owlng action .
at its meethg on Juﬂe ;, 1973: . o 4

. VOTED, w1tp one dissent, on PECOWﬂGHdathﬂ of the Committee
= oon Chemaery and Public Affairs, that the American Chemical
Society endorse Senate ReQOIUbiOn 48, a resolution to register.
~the support of the United States Senate for approval without
'qua11fzcaﬁvor the Geneva Protocol on the use of chemical and
biological weapons 1in warfare, thus reaffirming the Society's
-support in 1970 of watlflcatzon of the Genava Protocol, but
without the rcservat1ons tnﬂr expressed 1n t?e Aamlnxstration s:
‘ recommenda ion. :

‘Subseqguently, at its me ELTﬂg on Tuesdaj, August 28, 1973, the Counc1] of the.

“American Chemical Society endorsed the June 1, 1973 action Gf tne Board of - S

Directors with regard to Senate Resolution 48.

I wish to express to you and the Senate Committee on.Foréign Re]atiOns'f S

the interest of the American Chemical Society in any forthcoming hearings on -
~Senate Resclution 48, wf'ch we understand are now pending before the Subcom- _
mittee on Arms Contrcl, International Law and Grgan12ation It is the Society's
hope thal there will be an opportunity at those hearings.to present a detailed
». policy statement 6n ¥atification of. the.Geneva Pronocol of 5925 in support of

,“‘ the Jpassage’ of Senate Resofufion 48.

1 wou]d Iike to add that the Society's 1nterest in chem1ca1 and b1o1og7ca1
weaponry is not restricted to the Geneva Protocol of 1925. The ACS Committee
on Chemistry and Public Afxa1rs has begun initial planning jointly with the
‘Scientists' Committee on Chemical and Biological Warfare for a symposium on the
broad issues involving.chemical -and biological weaponry. The symposium will be
a part of a cont1nu1ng program of symposia and public. affairs top1cs to be held
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lat the Soc1ety s Natlonal Meetings, and is to be held at the 167th Natlonal Veet-_wl~i<-
o 1ng in Los Ange}e California in the. spring of 1974, _

So that you rlght place ‘the actions of tne Amerlcan Chemlcal Soc1ety in

proper perspective, I should mention that it is a member organization, with no C
chemical or other companies as members, consisting of approximately 109,000 indi-
~ vidual.chemists and chemical engineers_reflecting a broad spectrum of engagement
~ in academic, governmental and industrial professional pursuits. About 70% of our =

. members are emplioyed by industry, about 20% by academic institutions, and 10% by
government and nonprofit institutions. The American Chemical Society was founded
in 1876 and chartered by an act of Congress in 1837 as a nonprofit, scientific
and educational organization. Its Federal incorporation vOplaced a New York
State Charter which had been effective since November 9, 1877. Under its National - ERRTE
Charter the Society is charged with the responsibility to work for the advance- = °°
ment, in the broadest and most 1iberal manner, of chemistry, "thereby fostering =
the public welfare and education, aiding the development of our country‘s 1ﬁdu<—
“tries, and adding to the material prosperity and bappiness of our people.” Also,.
“the Charter imposes an obl}gauxoﬂ on the Society to provide assistance to the
- Government in matters of national concern related to its areas of competence. The
ACS Committee on Chemistry and Public Affairs was established in 1965 as a joint
~"poi iCJ ommittee of the Beard of Directors and the Council to consider poticy
~questions 1r public affairs areas and alsc to prov1da guidarce on pubxlc issues

to the "technical® committees of ine Soc1ety : _ o v

. Again, I wish to express to you the interest of fhe Amerzcan Ckemzca Soczegy;jyf-;g
~in ratification of the Geneva Protocol without qualification and the Society's .
desire for the opportunity to present its v1ews on. the subiefu at.any. northccmxng
hearlngs On Senate Resa?utlon 48 o S e

'Sincereiy'yours,

Alan C Nixcn
Pres1dent

cc: Senator Edmund S. Muskie, Chairman
Subcommittee on Arms Control, .
- International Law and Organization
of the Senate Committee on Forelgn»;
‘ Re1at10ns .

Senator Hubert H. Humpnrey




