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7 November 1972 

Dear Matt: 

Last Friday evening Alva Myrdal and I were discussing 
our joint-mutual admiration for you. Then she gave 
me a copy of her contribution to the U.N. proceedings 
of this season. And I see that '~he only real dis­
armament measure" she recognizes.is the one you uni­
laterally got the U.S. to put unilaterally on the 
books -- see enclosed. 

I look forward to seeing the Amazon book. It was 
good to have a glimpse of you. 

GP:td 
Enclosure 

Professor Matthew S. Meselson 
The Biological Laboratories 
Harvard University 
16 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 

wa~mest regards, 
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Gerard Piel 
Publisher 
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STATEMENT BY H.E. NIRS. ALVA MYRDJI..L 9 MIHISTER OF. STATE, IN 

T:::-iE FIRST COMlilITTEE ON NOVEIVIBER 29 1972. 
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LIr. Chairman 9 

In my statement today I intend to deal b:r:ondly vrith the items on our 

agenda 26, further 30 a) and C)9 as well as 31 and 32. 

On the very urgent issue of disarZlament; in-ce:n.sive and sustained 

nego tia tio11s have nOl;] gone or.!. in the Conference of the Committee on 

Disarmament for eleven years since the memorable agreement on the 

Zorin - McCloy's principles. These principles were accepted as guides 

to what was intended to· be a rapid advance tOYJaras general and com-

plete disarmament. 

In several of the statements in this committee no\v in 1972 vIe have 

listened to an enumeration of treaties and agreements 9 which are 

called ili·mpo:rtant" or even :'historic i1
• This night give an outsider 

the impression that disarmament has been steadily progressing 7 although 

admittedly by partial measures. In fact, no real disarmament has been 

achieved. The world ~as seen no decrease in arsenals; not even any 

levelling off of the competitive aI'ms race. The only real disarmament 

measure,translated into .action 9 has been the militarily not ver:;;r 

significant but nevertheless encouraging one of ~the Dni tedS~ates to 

eliminate biological and toxin ~7eapons from their arsenals, a deci­

sion elaborated not thI'ough negotiations but taken unilaterally in 

19699 later follo~ed by an international convention. In ho~ faI' 

similar steps have already been taken by other governments is not 

kno'im. 

To get a fair assessment of the so-called achievements in the disarma­

men t field 9 we should turn to parties ;;;1ho are interested but non­

aligD.ed. I ',1ish for this purpose to refer to the peSSimistic state­

ment by the distinguished repI'esentative of Argentina on October 24 •. 

The list of. what has not been achieved becomes conspicuously con­

firmed ivhen Vie read the meager content of the re:poI't from the COD 

this year (Doc. 11./8818). It is theI'efoI'e natural that vre should 

anxiously look for some means to open a neti chapj;_eI'. I intend to 

discuss the '-70rld Disarmament Conference (Item 26) against this back­

ground of near-despondency.: 




