PERMANENT MISSION OF SWEDEN :
TO THE UNITED NATIONS New York, November 24, 1971.
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Enclosed please find my speech of yesterday at the United Nations.
I take the liberty of sending you three copies, in case you should
want to share them with some of your friends im Washington.

In regard to Japan it seems that some kind of statement was made

in the Diet by a government gpokesman to the effect that riot control
gases and herbicides were noet considered to be included in the Geneva
Protocol as a "pesitive rule of law". However, according to one of
our Japanese colleagues here in New York, at the same time it was
indicated that the Govermment of Japan woﬁld be sympathetie to the
formal inclusion of such gases in the prehibition. Whether there
was already a "customary rule of law" against using such gases for

warfare purposes was not discussed.

I am going to ask cur Embassy in Tokyo to look further inte this

matter.

With my very best regards.
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Alva Myrdal

Matthew Meselson, Esq.,

Harvard University, The Biological Laboratories,
16 Divinity Avenue,

Cambridge, Mass. 02138






