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SUnlTlary oftel~Phone~onversationWith Colonel Jordan ,July 1, 1971, ..... 
concerning thet~est~rnInstitute of Medical Research: 

Colonel Jordan advised that the program started out there is phase 
one of a three-phase program which has just begun. Ground-breaking is 
about· a few v/eeks aV/ay, but it \'li 11 be about two years before the building 
is completed. 

If interested in a job there, one should write a letter and include 
biographical data, to Colonel Gary Rapmund, U.S. Army, ~~dical Research 
Development Command, ~Iashington, D.C. 20314. (They are in the Forrestal 
Building). Colonel Rapmund is the new Deputy, who was until recently 

.. the Chief of Research Planning~ and can give some idea of the long term 
program. 

In response to a question as to whether the Institute will be 
working on human tumor viruses, Colonel Jordan replied "No ll

• 

When asked if\he expected that any classi~ied work \'JOuld be 
carried on there, Colonel Jordan sa; d the work \;'lil1 not be cl assified~ 
He said that primarily the work will be in tropi'cal skin diseases and 
how these diseases affect the troops in the field. so that a very 
limited amount of it is classified. He said the only classified 
material one might get would be foreign reports that were classified 
prior to being sent there, but that material cominq out of there is 
not classified and will be open to the public. 

\Jhen asked if there would be any ",ork on biological vlarfare 
research, he replied that there was no intention whatsoever- none 
of that. . .. 

When asked if a security clearance would be required to i'/ork 
there, Colonel Jordan replied~ IIYes". 
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.Wel!,r6,~d.d~.,ts ?&_o,"';r,g ::.i'Ht ':;;:''':'';-·',;,!.nf,: !,l"\ t~.~ ~~:-'tf:l ?!~!'I,;";~:':l~O 'Say Area" havp. 
beconw qu i t~ cc.!1 ~13:-n~d the~. Pln U,pCOl'JlinlS cone~;u'~ tion p:-'O j~~t CCluld 
ser1o·..l~ly ~n,jan,,~(')r' th!<; hf:ta!+'h ~f' $l"ll1. P-,anel;!\;i:::111-S, and quite possibly 
the entl::'e Pay l~f'(,;A~ In ;!'jdd~_tl(m tc rj~~~troy:-ng P. major po:-tlon of the 
last f'~mal!.lin€ "P~~~. ~pa.c:eY/l ttdn San F!'·~neisc(~. 
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Tnt! Dep'art1'lent: 0 f the A rm_:v 1~1 pl.'ulJ'd.ng ,to build a $28 mi 11 ion research 
fae!li ty ~ th~ Wa~ tern ;V:~d ~ cal Instl ttl te of Research ~ ad jacent and to 
the no!"t1€'ast 0."" thE' tl.dst:['t; l~t.t~rm:['ln Gener.al :-fospital in, the Presidio 
of San Francisc.~" We fef."fl :~hat Qur argument in opposi tiQn to this pro- ' . 
ject is tl10fold e 

Firstly I) thl!'l Wentern M~ctlcA 1 Institute of Re!'tea!"'eh (WMIR) is a serious 
hftalth hazardo We h~v'" r()t~~%ntly b~come familiar with the Al'"'ll'lYeS pro­
gram for WMIR and ha't""e conr-:equ@ntly lAarn@d f~cts which era proba.bly 
Wiknown to the g~rH1!!"211pubtico Of:ic!~:nYil \,iMIR is to bf! a facility tor. 
the study of Asian ,11 ~j~~HH2S" tiPS!!! fieally tht/!'.'Ie of Scutheaat Asia. The 
program for WMIR calls for large buIlding epacos to he equipped with 
extensive biological ~~alsj st~rl1iz~~f!j" air loe'ks, ultra-violet barriers. 
ete. (JPJvices fc.r !;;loslng f)!f buildtng arNtB to permeat>111 ty by biolog­
leal agents suoh alJ bacted .. .t!. /I microorganisms 0 ~te to). 'I'hls strongly iIII­
plies t!i.at a majo!'" portion of' the building wt1:: be used for 9xperlment-
a tion,w1 th highly contagious and wlrulent diseaaeB. ' 

FUrthermore, the prototype for the deeign of ~hj9 buIlding was given 
by the Army to be the MoIJdical Biological Research Laboratory at Fort 
DetricK. Maryland. Althouf~ this protQtyps was originally shrouded 
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in semi-s~cr8CYe as 1e WMIR tod~y, it has become publicly known as a 
facility for research into biological w~rf'are. The similarlt3,es -be­
ween the two projlJcts are oV6nrhelmlng. As lit'! are all nware, labor~' .. ; 
atory" accidents are not uncommon. no facility, how@"rer sophlstlcated.<: 
1s exempt5 In addition, WMIR is looated in the highest zone o~ 0arth-' 
quake ~'probabill ty in the Un! ted StatoR co We have recently wi tna8sed in 
Lee Angele~ the total de~tr~otion of.buildings ~ngineered to meet the 
mOBt rigid eartnquak~ d~sl~~ oriteria. Yet th~ biological seals of 
WMlR are not capabl~ of reeieting earth tremors. In the event or even 
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a minor earthquake, contamination, possibly uncontrolled, cea14 result. 
It must be noted that th.e J()lden Gate Bridge approach, a major traffic 
artery eerving the en.tire Bay Art"Ja, lies but two hundred yards. away. 
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... '~1.88 of··whether WMIR w111 .tan~ &S originally p~grall!M4 .'11 will 
.' : <8urreptl tloual.Y follow in the footsteps of Fort .Detriok, the hlUU!lrde . 
' .. ·<~tr.mendou8 .. , Wc, therefore, feel that such 11 project, if built at 
. · ..• U

t 
should certainly not be located. in f!!lu~h a derugeb populllrt$c\ lIlietro­

. poJ, tan area such as San Francisco .. 

SeeondlY. the Western Medical Instltut8 or Reeearch 18 an environeental' 
Uuu-d.. WMIR . is, 80 d.,u"~gn8d and locat@ld as to encrt'ach upon aU of tn. , 
re.ining leTe1 .p~n apace of the Pr€uddio.. It will be 350,000 square 

;,;: teet in area (approxirmtely e1pe acns) and approxb.'2tely ()o teet 
.. hlgh( 40 per cmnt of t~8 total ann, of the 52 atory B·Mk of AMrica 

'f~'it; Hea4quartera Building in San fJ'raneieco).. A building of suoh tre .. !uSO'Wl ;" 
:'1(' bulk 1.' totally cut of keeping wi ttl 1 ts 100:&t101u 1 t w111 40, :.~t)d.ftS ~:';;jfi~ 
~lt: . but add 1 ts ugliness to the already talnt~ .nTlroMMm~ of te,tteram , 
J;' General HOI~italo In addition" it will ()bli~erato the view 0' thtt _ 
Lp; and the Golden Gate for. c{}untloluJ 01 tln~n$ living adjacent to the Pre~, 
l;',~!,:.;.f~i'-':<'.J>;.}~~~lCl'~;M .. Th",~ro. !ll!lo hav"~_.:~oGn!.lY b~en ~e~i@tu3 (Ue~.'Iu,c~ens wlthinthe . 2,' r ',. .' igo~Jo:Jnt W1d the oemw~~',t1::r ",0 hit~ 1'1J,c~ J~.~e!~~e'g.~ ~·B~~~1fiI!~~ 
J).:, ". a1 Monument for publle Ut!!6. Ne8dle8e t~ ~ @ 1 f OIR is built thlss. 
t . would drastically impair this obJe@tine Furth@rmc~. Pre~idtm" N!Uil 
; hIUJ issued a cU.r0ctln that all f>~d@ml and tlilitary projeeta maf:rt COft-
.:. . sider-the wolfare of the 8urr@'!,md!ng ecmunl ty --- the.u"s has i1&~ no ., 
I'" endence of this. In rae-to in a r~~H~mt mndo!J survey by our ~up of 
i the residential ar~as sur~und!~~ th~ r~~@1~109 not GftO resident .. s . 
~.. a~ of this imp~ndlng project, ml~h lefj@ li:tt!l implioati@l"w. . 

Thl. building and It~ prograD p~~!se ftO b~nefits to the citi$~~e of 
S&..!\, ~ncll!c6 and th~ Bay Ar~mc On ttw f)th~r hm'Hi e t~19 benetl1;e of 
ulntalning such. BGlfJet IIJu'Ml fer (i3~>"@ntu~l f;:;;~hll© U~@ are 6nly ~o eb ... 
ri~UIIQ. 

w~ ~eel the tl~@D MIJ co~ t@ inf~m th(!!l (,M&\1iik~unlty @t tmat we ~81d@r 
potilfttlal daft~r e By t'iT.'i tingt'!f!lr.; l€'fst@1" W€~ m"'~ alf'f~ hoping tp"a~ {j bJ' 
~~r ~~d tiGr! t'ii t~in th~ ~~if1t'l ID('>~Ulfi ~Pill t.g~~ ~®'2:::;~:;'~>;'jil tw!J you 1fl11" . 
abl~ t~ aealt.~t ut:! in. bJf"ingir;.g ~JTurfl 1'{;l~i:~rd t'~!" pu.tz,l!(~ f!)t)X"Uthiy. 

Tl~ 1s a crucial f'~ote;r.'G fer th@ l'jroJtI'J~t Ie ~ch~~ule~ t~ b~g1n in 
.1t1].y. 1971 .. 

• ~;'j,r4.itjit;,!;"i."";:::::~:;)!::Elt@'tla.tl.Y a.ppreciate J'Otll' com~ld~n.t1\1;n ~t trhl~ 1nf"~~t~tlon M~ ~ur, ,0,'"' 
'., JiOtili tion prl!illgM·~t:f;~ h.gr®,,!n f/f ..:. :.,T.':,; L~':.~ t'I':'::~'~cl'" tIt' !,@di~~! lm.;;;l1'''''''''\!~'.icl!' 
.. ~5tl€Jlti()Jne into th€l 1\©t~W! tlt'llt~ (lff p~h~t~) ~i tillle'~~1? we tel!11. 'Wilfor-,., 

t'm't@.t~1y If thAt it 1(1 neeee:l!~~ t~ wi tF"\ol(i Of'l)!> !Gl{)lTItH~ ~ 

rr .. 
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Western Institute of Medical Research 

1. Construction 

- plans to build a $28 million dollar research 
facility adjacent to and N.E. of Letterman General 
Hospital in the Presidio of San Franciscoo 

- bidding open to prospective contractors June 22#1971. 
- construction to begin in the latter part of July,'7l. 

Project administered through the Sacramento. Calif. 
district office of the Army Corps of Engineers (Tel. Area 916 
449 - 2215). and the resident engineers office at the 
Presidio ( Tel. Area 415 - 561 - 5536 ). 

Consulting engineers : Buonaccorsi & Associates 
215 Market St It 
San Prancisco, Ca. 94105 

2. List of rooms included in the plans for intended use 

Sheet No. (FLOOR) 

A2 

Description 

Hazardous equipment room 

AS La/A-l Field biology 
Insect physiology 
Virology 
Entymology 
Infectary 

A6 WB-l 

A9 - Llt/A-2 

AlO Wa-2 

Closed Area: 
Immunology transmission 
Cold room 
Change room, contamination 
Shower room, changing room 
Infected animal holding 
arbovirus lab 
Ultra-violet pass bOx, showers 
Safety anchors, air locks 

Microbiology 
Tropical medicine 
Virology extraction 

Kicropathology 
Paria it.o legy 
Immunoparasitology 
Applied immunology 

Huclear medicine 
I'humeeoloqy 

·Vuua lab 
Comparative biomedical reaeuch 

.. '~ ". 
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WIMR (cont.) -
List 0 f rooms (cont .. ) 

Sheet No. (FLOOR) 

AIO LR/B-2 (cont.) 

A17 l'{S/A~ 1 

Description 

Immunodiagnostie lab 
Blood Parasitic lab 
snail room 
schistosomiasis lab 
Serology lab 

All animal rooms 

3. Units to be consolidated in ~IMa 

a. Letterman Army Institute of lItesearch, Presidio. 
b. tropical medicine portion of the Infectious 

Disease Dept. from Walter Reed ArT!AY Institute 
of Research. 

c. Medical & Metabolic ftesearch Section from the 
~esearch and Nutrition lab in Denver, Colo. 

d. Psychophysiology, Biophysics, & Laser lItesearch 
Sections from the US Army Research Lab, at 
Fort Knox, Louisville, Kentucky. 

4. Press coverage 

a. S,P. Exa~iner, March 9, 1970, pg.30#sect.A, article 
by George McEvay, "Walter Jteed of the West Ii .­
Article said that Letterman Army Institute of 
lItesearch to be moved into a twelve story complex • 
••• like Walter Reed and the Central Medical 

Institute of l!tesearch (Ft. Sam Xuston,'fexas) 

b.release from the Office of the Surgeon General, 
16 March 1970# indicated that 600 people, plu. 
100 scientists would be employed by the Army $t 
the new facility. About the work it said ,'scietists, 
would '&e Itoperating on teams investigating exotic: 
diseases in remote areas of the world where 
American troops may be stationed. It is imPortant 
to be able to prevent or treat such diseases It 

c.Another release indicated that one reason for 
choosing the Bay Area as the site for the project 
was the availability of scientists. 
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