THE PuBLIic HEALTH RESEARCH INSTITUTE
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455 FIRST AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016
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fﬁaSummary of te1ephone conversat1on with Colone] Jordan, July 1 197]
- concerning the western Institute of Medica] Research RATTAR

- o o

' | Co1one1 Jordan advised that the program started out there 1s phase
one of a three-phase program which has just begun. Ground-breaking is
about-a few weeks away, but it will be about two years before the building

is completed.

If interested in a job there, one should write a letter and include
. biographical data, to Colonel Gary Rapmund, U.S. Army, Medical Research
Development Command, Washington, D.C. 20314. (They are in the Forrestal
Building). Colonel Rapmund is the new Deputy, who was until recently
. the Chief of Research Planning, and can give some idea of the long term
program. _

In response to a question as to whether the Institute will be -
working on human tumor viruses, Colonel Jordan replied “No"..

: When asked 1f\he expected that any class1f1ed work would be 3
carried on there, Colonel Jordan said the work w1|1 not be classifiad.
He said that primari]y the work will be in tropical skin diseases and
how these diseases affect the troops in the field, so that a very
Timited amount of it is classified. He said the only classified
material one might get would be foreign reports that were classified
“prior to being sent there, but that material coming out of there is
not classified and will be open to the public. o

* Vhen asked if there would be any wbrk”oh'bideéicéi warfare
- research, he rep]ied that there was no intention whatsoever - none
of that. .

~ When asked if a security clearance would be required to work
there, Colonel Jordan replied "Yes".




**:weo ?ﬂﬂfﬁﬂ“'" Merlng end w=riing in the Dan Frarclzce w“f Area, have
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April 30, 1971

become guite kan~ﬁw“»d that an upcoening a@mﬁi?uw ionn projsct could
sericusly endansfer ihs health af San Franeiscars, and QJite posaibly
the entirze Ray aAren, in additien te ﬁmwﬂr@y ng a maljor partian of the

- last remaining open space within San Franclsceo.

The D@partment of the Aray is planning %o bulld a 328 miliion research
facility, the Weslern Medical Institute of Ressarch, adjacent and to

the northeast of the axisi‘ng letterman General Hospital in the Presidie
of San Franecisce. Ve feel that our argument in opposition te this pre- -

Jeet Lla twofolde

Pirstly, the Weatern Modical Inatitute of Researzh (WMIR) is a serious
health hasard., We have recently become Tamiliar with the Army°s pro-
gram for WMIR and have eon ?@qu@ntly loarned fmote which are probably
unknowvn to the general publle, Frininlly, WHIR is %o be a facility fo
the etudy of Asian divssses, gpecific&‘ly theose of Sgutheast Agia. The
program for WMIR calls for large bullding spsces to be equipped with

extensive binloglezl seals, sterilizers, air lecks, ultra-violet barriers.

ete. (devices for clesing off building arems %o permeability by bielog-
feal agents much as bacteria, mleroorganisma, ete.), This strongly im-

- plles @hat a major pertion of the dullding #lll be used for experlaant-
ey atian with highly contagimue and virulent diseases. ‘ :

Furthernmore, the preototype for the design of this bullding was givan'

- by the Army to be the Medical Piologlcal Research laberatory at Fort

Detrick, Maryland. Altheugh this protstyps was originally shrouded
in semi-secrecy, as ls WHIX today, it haas become publicly known as a
facility for research ints dlscloglcal warfare. The similarities . be-

tween the two projects are overwhelming. As we are all aware, labo*otﬁ’

atery accidents are not uncommon; no faclility, however sophisticated, -

- is exempt. 1In addition, WHMIR l2 lecated in the highest zone of earth-
. guake probabllity in the United States, We have recently witnessed in

les Angeles the total desiruction of .bulldings engineered %to meet the
most rigld earinjuake degisgn criteria. Yet the biologiral seals of
WHMIR are not capable of reaslsting earth tremors., In the event of even .
a minor earthquake, contamination, possibly uncontrolled, cemuid result
It must be neted that the Iolden Gate Eridge appreach, a major traffic

artery serving the entire Bay Area, lies but two hundred yards away. .
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‘aggmrdloaa ot whather WMIR will stand as originally programned e@ wiil
-gurreptitiously follow in the foetsteps of Fort Detriek, the hamzards
Tare tremendous. Ve, therefore, feel that such a project, if built at
should certainly net be lecated in sush a densely populated metrd-
itan area such as San Francisco. o

S@eendly. the Wastern Medical Institute of Research is an environmental '
.. hasard. WHIR is so designed and iscated as to encreach upen all of the .
. resaining level epen spasce of the Presidic. It will be 350,060 square
. feat in area (approximately eigh$ aerea) and aspproximstely 30 feat W
high (40 per cont of the ¢total area ¢f the 52 gtory Bamk of Amerisa
. Headguarters Building in Ssn Praneisco). A bullding of sueh tremmndonn;?
" bulk is totally ocut of keepin% with ita leeation; it will do nothing i~
", but add its ugliness te the already tainted envirenment of E@%%&yMﬁa E
- Gemeral Hogpital. In addition, i1t will obliterate the view of the Bay -
and the Goliden Gate for countless ocltisens living adjacent to the Prs-. ..
N Bidiﬂq Thers also havo r@cantly boen sericus discussions within the o
R SHESTEMEIN RN “the commnity 4o have he Prestficvset-esido-an-a-fations
al Honument for publis use. KNesdless to eay, 1f WHMIR ie buils this
- would drastically impsir this objestive. Purthermere, Prosident Hizen .
has ismsued a directive that all fedsral and nilltary prolects must ¢ofie
sider the welfare o7 the @urr@knﬁﬁmg community ~-- thers has teen no =
evidence of this, In faet, in & resent raondem survey by our group of
the residential sreas surrounding the Fresidio, not ene resldent wvas ;
evare of this impending project, much less &¢s Amwlﬁ@aei@ns.

- Tals building and its program pr@ﬁﬁa@ ne b@%@fi%a to the citizens of
San Francises and the Bay Arsa. On the othsr hand, the benefits of 7
ggﬁﬁ%&ining guech ssleet land for cventuel pudlie uss avrse enly too obde =
] Sug, . . e

¥We feel the time has coss te inferm tho @~"
potential danger. By writing ¢his g@*&@f ax@ &bﬁg ﬂ@pﬁﬁ% that, @3
yeur positien vwithin the rews modia and ~@ @@ ' ﬂausg you will be
able ¢5» aselist us in bringing ¥iZR forrard feor pubils sorutiny.

S Time 8 a eruclal facter, fer the projoet is schedulod to begin im
U Julye 1971 |

zp@ﬁﬁaimm preasntsd heT8. In ?i?“'%a
- westigations ints the estivitien of prl
o tuamately, that it ls necssoary ?% wﬁ%hﬁi? 0?? 4@@%@&& s
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Western Institute of Medical Reseaxch

1. Construction

” o : = plans to build a $28 million dollar research
i facility adjacent to and N.EB. of Letterman General
Hospital in the Presidio of San Prancisco.
- bidding open to prospective ccntractors June 22,1971,
= construction to begin in the latter part of July,'71.
Project administered through the Sacramento, Calif.
district office of the Army Corps cof Engineers (Tel. Area 916 -
449 -~ 2215), and the resident engineers office at the
Presidio ( Tel. Area 415 - 561 - 5536 ).

Consulting engineers : Buonaccorsi & Associates
215 Market St.
San Prancisco, Ca., 94105

2. List of rooms included in the plans for intended use

Sheet HNo. (FLOOR) Description
A2 Hazardous eguipment rocom

AS LR/A~1 Field biology .
Insect physioclogy
Virclogy
Entymology
Infectary

Closed Area:

Immunology transmission
Cold room
Change room, contamination
Showex room, changing room
Infected animal holding
arbovirus lab
Ultra=-violet pass box, showars
Safety anchors, air locks

A6 LR/B~1
: ' Microbiclogy
 <::j,~\&\\\‘ Tropical medicine
. ‘ virology extracticn
- A9 - IR/A=2
. Micropathology
Parisitology
Immunoparasitology
Applied immunology
Al0 LR/B~2
Nuclear medicine
Pharmecology
Virus lab ‘
Comparative btomedicml research




WIMR (cont.)

Ligt of rooms {cont.)

Sheet MNo. {FLOOR) Description

Al0 LR/B~2 {cont,)
Immunodiagnostic lab
Blood Parasitic iab
snail room
Schistosomiasgis lab
Serclogy lab

Al7 RS/A-1
All animal rooms

3. Units to be consclidated in WIMR

a., Letterman Army Institute of Research, Presidio.

b. tropical medicine portion of the Infectious
Disease Dept. from Walter Rsed Army Institute
of Research,

c. Medical & Metabolic Research Section from the
.Research and Nutrition lab in Denver, Ceolo.

d. Psychophysiclogy, Biophysics, & Laser Research
Sections from the US Army Research Lah at
Fort Knox, Louisville, Kentucky.

4. Press coverage

a. 8,F, Examiner, March 9, 1970, pg.30,sect.A, article

by George McEvay, "Walter Reed of the West®,
Article said that letterman Army Institute of
Research to be moved into a twelve story complex.
.-« like Walter Reed and the Central Medical
Institute of Research (FPt. Sam Huston,Texas)

b.release from the Office of the Surgeon General,
16 March 1970, indicated that 600 people, plus
100 scientists would be employed by the Army at
the new facility. About the work it said,scietists
would Be “"operating on teams investigatirg axotic '
diseases in remote areass of the world where
American trocps may be stationed, It is important
to be able to prevent or treat such diseases®

e.Ancther release indicated that one reason for
choosing the Bay Area as the site for the project
wag the availability of scientists.
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