
Mr. KelvIn laird 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 

Dear lif. Secreta ry: 

february 23~ 1971 

RE: Vl't Ham herblslde fr9pe 
destruct Ism pros,. • 

• congratulate you on the announcement" by General Abrams and 
Ambassador Bunker. reported in Sunday's WisconsIn State Journal, that 
the herbicide crop destruction program in Viet Ham has come to an end. 
From past experience,. assume that the Department of Defense approved 
this announeement and that you yourself were personally Involved &5 
you were In earlier announced restrIctions on ehemlcal and biological 

( warfare. 

I have been concerned whether the crop destructIon program 
violates standards of International taw, partIcularly those which the 
Army has said were applicable in Its manual liThe Law of Land Warfarell , 

(FM 27 ... 10, ),956). The attached statement expresses m( poInt of vl_. 
I did not know whether JAG, Af1Jrt! or OSD Jawyers had approved the program, 
at least with any knowledge of the tremendous difficulty In Viet Nam ~ 
determlnln9 at the time of destruction whether a particular crop h 
Intended for civ!IJan use or not. The Army! 5 Manual seems to me to 
put the burden of proof that the crops are intended ilsolely for con'" 
sumptlon by the {enemy] armed forces" on the side proposing to destroy 
them. (See Para. 37. p. 18). . 

Could you advise me whether the crop destruction program <as 
distinct from general authorizatIon for the use of certain defoliants) 
was approved by JAG, Army or OSD International law experts before it 
was Init lated? 

Ga: 1mh 

enc. 

Again, IW'/ eongratulatlons on ending the~pro9nm. 

Sincere ly. 

George Bunn 
Professor of Law 


