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Dear professor Meselson, 

C C C P 

Thank you very much for your l etter to t he Minister of 
Health from 30 . 09 . 88. I ' m very sorry for delay with the 
o.H ... . ,e.1.: ...,ut when your letter came I wa s involv ed in several 
unexpected epi demi ol ogical invest i ga~i on s . Two of them you 
possibly know . Loosing hair in children i n Che rnovchi due to 
talliwn and ear thquake in Armenia . 

I was i nformed about your permanent activ ity to clear 
up that infected meat , no ~ on expl osion, caused the amthr ax 
outbreak in .::,verd.lovsk. Your good wi ll helps to receive con­
str uctive coveradge of Burgasov ' s group visit in US pr ess . 
I ' m glad to know that aue to Burgasov ' s lec tur es which have 
been arranged by you prominent US experts have been convi nced 
that epidemic resulted 1·rorn the conswnption of i nfected bl ack­
market meat . I appreciate your effort i n impr ovin~ US- USSR 
relations . 

I ~ried to arr ange a visit of your sci entific gr oups to 
the US8H. The members of my staff visited Sv er dl ov sk during 
last fall to f i nd out the ava i labilty of suffi c i ent mat erials . 
'.rh(;! same was done in Mos cow. 

You have alr eady known that during out br eak the appropriate 
collection of mater ial was not organized. Later p r of . Bezdenegni kh 
has collected available docwnents from local public health auto­
rities . Unfortunately after hi s death nobody saved h i s scientific 
archive and these materials f'rom Sverdlovsk were lost . 
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I t is a pity to say that the result of' above mentioned 
activitles is less -Ghen we expec-ced . Due -co negligence of 
staff responsible for keepin6 medical records in Sv erdlovsk 
and unfortunate event s wit;h p eople involved in combating the 
outbreak 1ue have not now material f or real scientific analy­
sis . I regret having to write to you such a thing but you 
will understand there was no other course open to me that 
t e lling the truth . 

I o~ly wanG to say that this year we have several ant hrax 
outb1:t:o.Ks involving some cases. These data can be investigate 
as well as any current epidemiological material about any 
infectious disease i ncluding plague and cholera. 

I l ook forward to hea ring f rom you about any other 
1>roposal f or cooper ation. Now we have new possibilities . 

Yours fai t;hf'u
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Dr,J ,Fedi://? 
,;eputy chief, 
Main Board of Epidemiology 
USSR Ministry of Health 


