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Priére de rappeler la référence:

FERSONAL AND UNQFFICIAL

Dear Bernie,

This will suvemarize the present pesition concerning the Pugwesh
Symposivm on "Bapid Detection and Identification of Microbisl Agents"
that I discussed with you briefly on the telsphone before returning
te Geneva.

You will recall that during the Pugwash meeting in Wiseonsin,
Professor Dominicé, Dean of the Law School at the University of
 eneva and representative of the Swiss grap, and I discussed with
Milljionshehikov and Beulov of the USER the guestion of having three
or four USSR participants at the sbove Symposium scheduled for
18.22 Pebruary 1971 in Geneva. Both Millionshehikov and Reutov
affivmed that this would bs done, which in turn should snsure
participation of Czechoslovakia. Dominicé and I alsc discussed this
matter with Ted Nemec who promised to help with respect to Czecheslovak
participation. Mietbtinen of Pinland said he would send sppropriste
napes concerning Flonish participetion. Tammelin of Bweden has
already sent z list of suggested participants from veriocus Buropean
comntries, ineluding his own, and we gre awaiting sugsestions from
Gordon Smith of Porton. We expeect Sir Solly Zuckerman to use his
influence to ensure appropriste British participation, if there
zppears to be some hesitation on the part of the Porton group.
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You will alse veeall that sccording to recent statements atiributed
to Pentagon sources (see Science, 31 July 1970, p. 454) there might be
some modification in the poliey stated by President Nizen and confirmed
presumably by Kissinger to the effect that no (or very minimal?) secret
research would be carried out on bislogical agents. This caused great

concern amang pavticipants of the working group discussing CBY

Wiseonsin, and slsewhere, because suech a retrograde step would seriocusly
compromise the eredibility of President &%‘m&‘a statement, and such a

| so-called "defensive" reasens, would inevitably undertake work on new
- gtrains and agents which could very well lead to serious conseguences,
znd could serve a3 2 nucleus for expanding BW work again. For these
reasons it is 211 the more necessary to further the principle of open
research, and the Pugwash Syn@@sim in February wmam be an immtam;
step in this direction. .

After the Wisconsin meeting, I went o Woshington whers T met with
' Riley Housewright, formerly Director of Fort Detriek {(until 1 Sepismber;
4 now working for Mlercbiclogical Assceistes in Bethesda, Md.), and
. Dr Benjamin Warshowsky, whe is5 the prineipal worker there involved with
rapid dstection of miercobial agents. We discussed the best choles of
ia&ivimla for partiecipation in t&m Pebruary Symposivm and it was clear
that Wershowsky mw would be most imporiant. Other exsellent
pwmﬂzpmw would be Dr Leonard e:i%al‘ perz of the Naval Biologiesl
Iaboratories in Oaklsnd, and 23? mcmm ﬁimg in charze of life
detection systems in NASA, Washingh Housewright and Warshowsky
alse strongly recommended D Eii ?@iﬁhmk, ferejet Bioclogical and Medieal
Dlvision, fercjet Gemeral Compeny, Elmonte, Californisz. These four men
would very well take eare of partisle detestloen, diseriminstion snd
froctionation, but this would leave the other btopic item of identification
uncovered. Apparently, very little has been dome on the guestion of
identification at Port Debrick, as this problem was handed over to
the Srmed Forves Medical Serviee as for back as 1056. The best man
that I know to cover the identificatiecn problem would bs Dr Edward Leumetle,
whe is in charge of the Vival Division of the California State Deparitment
of Publiec Health, mm:my. Eﬁemat% ceuld also cover the m@mﬁwe&wx
aspects which are dealt with by a solleague of his., I M@W Iennetie
very well and I could write him about the Symposiuww in > course. A
less satisfactory aliternative would be Dr Morris S@haeffm», in charge
of the peblic health lsberatories of the City of New York. I would alse
ommend that Don Glaser of Berkeley attend because of his familiasrity with
au‘cmﬁv apparatus in the microbiologieczl field, and perhaps Ivan Bennett
and Ma‘b't Mesglson, almwgh Mabt told me that he probebly eowld not a@tmﬁ.
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Tn discussing the matter with Housewright and Wershowsky, they
pointed out that one should not expect all elassified information on
rapld éetem:im te be vevealed a% the meeting in Switzerland, and :
that depending wpon the response of other countries, it might be Msﬁbia
to have de~classified sdditional information for subseguent mestings.
Further, they stressed that a considersble amoumt of wnpublished and
highly useful information could be presented at the Pebruary meeting
which could serve very well as a start.

Two lmporiant gquestions concerning participanis from the United
States are, firstly, the coverage of thely trewel cests to Switzerland
{(with the Swiss zroup taking over hospitaliiy eszpenses after arpival
in Switzerland) ond, secondly, the necessity for cbiaining clearansce
for Warshowsky and Goldberg (and perhaps Mitz) in order to allow them
to attend. Both Warshowsky and Housewright urged that this could hest
be done through Iven Bermebtt at the 08T or PSAC level in the White House.
I believe that Ivén had been in touch with the Pentagon when the
Symposiun was first considered For Fort Detrick in Sepltember, wnd weé
hove very much that he rcan help arrange elaamce with the awmpma%
airmﬁmmea for the M‘&img in Mtz;eriami ‘

%‘t‘s&aﬁs amd tha ﬁﬁiss group ave very &z&xifms to send out mvimtims‘
as soon aSs possible and we hope that you can take this matier in hand
with Ivan Beonett at the earliest mssihle mement se that ﬁ@w}m mn
- be in 2 pesition to mam gpeeiﬁa invi”samms

Sincerely yours,

- Martin E{a@lm "

Dr Ivan Ba:matm New York
Professor Habthew 8. Heselsen, Cambrides, %ass‘
Professor Joseph Rotblat, London
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